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EXPERIENCE, &c. 


| 


Sixce I firſt began to recommend the AT LOVE ON 
GOD IN CHRIST e to others, I have had many ſoli- 
Citations to give ſome account of his dealings with my own 
ſoul, yet I could never prevail on myſelf to attempt it till 
now. And, having kept no regular journal, it cannot be 
expected that the following pages ſhould contain any thing 


more than a recital of a few particular circumſtances which 


made the — impreſſion upon my mind at the time 
they occurred. If theſe, or any of them, are made à bleſ- 
ſing to my friends, let them give God the glory. . 

L was born in the North-Riding of Yorkſhire; in a large 
village called Marſk, in February 1749. I was put to chor 
early, and taught to read the {ſcriptures from a child; in 
ſome part of which I found ſingular delight. The Spirit of 
God began to ſtrive with me when I was about three or four 
years old, On hearing a paſling-bell, or ſceing a corple, I 
was very thoughtful, and would often aik my parents per- 
tinent queſtions about a future ſtate, On ſeeing lightning, 


or hearing a loud clapof thunder, my fears were ulually 


alarmed to a great degree; and the more ſo, as an imprel- | 
fon always followed me, that it was God ſpeaking from the 
clouds; and I expected at thele times, that he was. juſt de- 
ſcending to judge the world; yea, I would even run to the 
door to {ee him come! Such ideas as theſe were much in- 
creaſed and confirmed by ſeveral dreams which I had in my 


| infancy, about death, judgment, heaven, and hell, 


A 2 


When I was about ten years of age, I dreamed one night, 
I faw fire burſting out of the earth in ſeveral parts; that it 
raged ſo furiouſly, and prove with ſuch rapidity, that in a 


Few ſeconds, the whole globe was but one blaze ! I thought 
I faw all the inhabitants of the place where I lived, ſtruck 
with inexpreſſible conſternation and horror; and eſpecially 


the bad people, (as I called them) whom I had known to 


curſe and (wear, and get drunk; with many of my play-fel. 
lows. who were accuſtomed to lie and cheat, and play on 
the Sabbath: theſe I thought let up ſuch dreadful ſhrieks 
and yells, as were enough to pierce a heart of ſtone, As 1 
looked up, the face of the ſky ſeemed totally overſpread 
with denen, Inſtantly the forked lightnings began to 
play, till the heavens were all in one glare, and ſuch loud 
peals of thunder followed, as I had never heard, The ſun I 
could ſee no more: but I thought I got a tranſient ſight of 
the moon, which appeared larger than I had ever ſeen it be- 
fore, and as red as a huge maſs of blood. The heavens 


ſcemed all in motion, and were exceedingly agitated ; they 


ared to work, and heave, and rock from fide to fide, 


4 
til not one ſtar was left remaining: ſo was that ſcripture 


verified-— And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth even as 
a fig-tree casteth her untimely leaves, when she is shaken of a 
mighty wind, The ſky ſeemed next to paſs away, or, (as I 
remembered to have read) to be rip together as a scroll, 
My favourite paſſage, Dan. vii: 9, 10. I now fawfulfilled. — 
And the Ancient of Days did git, whose garment was white 
as now, and the hair of his head like the pure wool, his 


throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire: a fery stream iisned and came forth from before him. 
Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand 


times ten thousand $tood before him. The judgment was get, 
and the books were opened. The thought I had about the 
deplorable ſtate of my guilty neighbours, now ſeemed ſwal- 
lowed up in a moſt painful anxiety for my own ſafety. I 
was waiting in Er of a ſummons to the bar; but, 


being deeply conſcious that I was unprepared, I was alarmed 


to ſuch a degree that I awoke. | 

_ After recollecting myſelf a little, and finding I was {till 
an inhabitant of this world, my joy was inexpreſhble ! Ne- 
vertheleſs, it had a moſt folemn effect upon my mind, and 
the impreſſion remained for many weeks. How true are 


thoſe words ir the thirty-third chapter of Job /—God sþeak- 


eth once, yea twice, when man perceiveth it not : in adream, 


in a vision of the mght, when deep Sleep fallzth upon men, in 
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slumberingt upon the bed ; then he openeth the ears of men, 


and sealeth their instruction. From this time I began to 
feel great deſires to be taught how I might obtain a prepa- 


Tation to meet my Judge with comfort, 


On the winter evenings, ſeveral neighbours frequently 
came to fit and ſpend an hour in friendly converſation with 
my father, and hen {poke upon religious ſubjects, according 
to their light. To theſe I was very attentive; and when my 
hour for bed came, I would beg hard to fit a little longer, 
though I had not courage to urge the chiefreaſon which in- 
duced me; namely, a deſire to hear what might be ſaid upon 
theſe matters. I remember one night in particular, many 
queries were propoſed about ſalvation: None of them 
thought it poſhble that any certainty could be attained in 
this life, whether they ſhould be ſaved at laſt or not, But 
the general opinion was, that our actions would all be 
weighed in the day of juagment ; and if our good deeds 
over-balanced our bad ones, we ſhould go to heaven ; but 
if the contrary, we ſhould goto hell. Some diſſented a lit- 
tle from this, and thought—nay, but God was merciful, 
and had icnt his Son to die for ſinners; and that their beſt 
way would be to amend their lives, and do all they could, 
and Chriit would make up the reſt. One of theſe they at 
agreed muſt be the way; and to confirm themſelves in this 
concluhon, they obierved, that the PA RSON of the parifti 
was exactly of the ſame mind. ns 1 

I endeavoured to ſatisfy mytelf with theſe determinations, 


but I could not, —It was all, alas! left at uncertainty ; and 


this would not do, for one that was daily expotang a call to 
appear betore the Judge of quick and dead! However, 1 


thought no way io likely to tucceed, as to ſay my prayers 


regularly morniig and evening, and be as careful as poſſible 
iti revanmg from bad words; eipecially, from telling lies, 
playing cn the Sabbath-day, neglecting my book, quarreling 
with ny {chool-tellows, domg any thing I was taught to be- 
heve was wrong, or keeping company with ſuch wicked 
boys as led me into the way of tuch temptations. 

At cieven years of age I was called to bear a ſevere trial, 
by the death © ©: © of Lhe tendereſt and beſt of fathers. He 
had beer. jubject for many years to what they called the 
heart choltc, ana was often apparently near death. At tuch 
times, w'.en evry other hope ieemed to fail, I would get 


mo ler, „ down por my knees, and there pray 


and weep and wrestle with God to ipare tus life; and though | 
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I, knew not the Lord, yet I often felt a confidence that he 
heard me, and would grant my requeſt : and when 1 found 
it ſo, ſuch gratitude and uncommon ſweetneſs would reſt 
upon my mind for many days, as is better felt than expreſ- 
ed: — However, he died at laſt of that diſorder, after a few 
days illneſs, For ſome time I was quite inconſolable; and 


had I been poſſeſſed of the whole world, I would gladly 


have given it all to have died with him, ſo I had been pre- 
red! But as I knew I was not, I earneſtly begged of 
ny eldeſt brother (then upwards of twenty) to tell me what 
I muſt do to be ſaved ; believing, as ſoon as I was ready for 
heaven, God would certainly take me, which was all I 
wiſhed for.— But, alas! 1 gained no ground, for want (I 
believe) of proper inſtruction; for, as yet the light of the 
glorious goſpel had not ſhined in that neighbourhood, 


My father leaving no wiLL, (an egregzous neglect in ayy 
parent) and his property conſiſting chiefly of land, it fell of 


courſe to my eldeſt brother, fo that the family ſoon after 


decame Aare I was removed to ſome diſtance among 


ſtrangers, but I found favour in their ſight, and was fut- 
fered to want for nothing. Here I got a new ſet of acquain- 


tance, but equzlly deſtitute of the knowledge of God, It 


pleaſed Him, however, whole ways are in the mighty wa- 
ters, and his judgments in the great deep, to find means to 


teach me the knowledge of his ſalvation. 3 

A wild young man, a few doors from where I lived, con- 
trary to the will of his parents, and againſt the advice of all 
his friends, would go to ſea; but he had not been there long 


before he was heartily weary, and ran away from his maſter. 
He was aſhamed, however, to return home, and equally. 


afraid of being known, as it was in the height of the French 
war, when the preſs was very hot. He therefore ſet out 
for ſome inland town, and took up his reſidence for ſome 
months in Northampton, Here the poor prodigal had time 
for reflection, and began to think on the mercies he had 
Lighted in his father's houſe. By this ſtrange chain of pro- 
vidences it was that he became acquainted with the Metho- 
diſts, a ſmall body of whom were in this place. He was 
invited by thera to hear preaching, and ſoon afterwards went 


conſtantly. His conſcience being thoroughly awakened, _ 


he joined their little ſociety, and became a ſteady member. 
After ſeveral months, he took courage, and wrote home 


to his friends, His father (always tender over him) was 


filled with joy to hear of his long loſt fon, and went to 
the captain he had ſailed with, got his indenture at a conſi- 


7 
derable ex pence, and the matter was made up; which happy 
circumſtance no {ooner reached the young man, than he let 
off, and returned to his father's houſe with a glad heart. His 
old acquaintance flocked to fee him upon his arrival, and 
expected feaſting and merriment, and, as they call it, great 
doings But the tables were now turned, He began to 
exhort us all to flee from the wrath to come! enforcing the 
neceſſity of repentance and the new birth that old things 
muſt be done away; and all things become new: and ob- 
ſerved, that inſtead of eating and drinking, ſinging and dan- 
cing, we ought rather to fall upon our knees, and give God 
thanks that we were not in hell, __ . Ik 
His former companions gaped and ſtared at him as a mon- 
ſter, and ſome of them came near him no more, {wearing he 
was turned Methodiſt, that his brain was touched, and if 
they did not keep from him, he would convert them all, 
and make them as mad as himſelf! But theſe things had a very 
different effect upon me; I looked upon him as ſome angelic 
being dropped from the clouds, and was affected in an ex- 
traordinary manner while he was ſpeak ing to the reſt. But, 
as he took no notice of me, I concluded I was too vile for 
ſuch a favourite of heaven to ſtoop to. I went away trem 
bling and ſpeechleſs, ſeeking a place to vent my grief; but 
it enhanced my miſery when I Bund I- could not weep, for 
my heart ſeemed black as hell, and as hard as a ſtone. I 
rayed again and again, but (as I thought) to little purpoſe. 
ae I was clearly convinced that this was the way, 
and there was no other; but I thought it was impoſſible 7 
ſhould ever feel the happineſs that young man experienced, 
unleſs I could go to thole people, and that place where he 
found fo bleſſed a change. I enquired what diſtance North- 
ampton was, thinking to ſet out unknown to any one, hav- 
ing a degree of confidence God would take care of me; but 
finding it was near two hundred miles, and being not yet 
fourtcen years of age, I was quite diſcouraged; and no 
longer able to contain my ſorrow, I begged one of the 
family with whom I reſided, to intercede for me with 
the young man, that he would only {peak to me; thinking 
that if he would take notice of ſuch an unworthy creature, 
I ſhould be one of the happieſt of mortals ! To my great 
ſurprize, he not only . the firſt opportunity of 
peaking to me, but ſeemed to rejoice over me as one that had 
ound great ſpoil. This brought to my mind that ſcripture, 
There shall be joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
inner that repenteth, And as with them, fo I proved it to 


be with his children here on earth. From that time J date 
my acquaintance with the people of God, and to this day I 
have preferred them to all others, With what gratitude and 


delight have J often reflected upon, and repeated thoſe lines, 


% What a mercy is this, 
What a heaven of bliſs, 
How unſpeakably happy am I ! 
Sather d into * Fla, | 
With thy people enroll'd, 
With thy people to live and to die!“ 


The firſt Methodiſt Society I had any acquaintance with, 
was in Giſborough, a imall market-town in the north of 
Yorkſhire, about eight miles from where I then lived, This 
was the neareſt place where I could hear preaching. 1 al- 
ways walked on foot, although the road was not very plea- 
fant, having to pals over ſeveral rugged mountains, and 


through lonely woods, on dark. winter nights, ſometimes 


ſtormy enough: But my need was ſuch, I never thought 
a moment on theſe dilcouragements. Sometimes I had 
company—ſometimes I had none; yet I do not remember 
(when bulineis would permit) I ever omitted going once 
every fortnight on the Tueidry evening, which was all the 

reaching we had, Some time after this, two or three of us 
— to think, if poſſible, to get preaching at our own 
village. We ſpoke to the 2 who appeared 
very willing to make a trial, and accordingly viſited us oc- 
caſionally a few times. The word was attended with power, 
and they toon joined abe ut fifteen of us in a claſs, and after- 
wards took us into their plan. We now thought ourielves. 
highly honoured indeed Our little number increated to 
about twenty ; and then the enemy, who had hitherto been 


pretty quiet, began to ſhew himielf, His chief attack was 


upon the little few that were united together to work out 
therr own Salvation with fear and trembling, Apainit thele 


he roared horribly !—At our preachings aud public meet- 


ings, the ſons of Belial would aſſemble in a m.{t ſhameful 
and tumultuous manner; but were never permitted to hurt 
any one, although they ſpoke many great iwelling words! 

One time, when a friend was at prayer, and I anda few 
more were kneeling by him, a big old woman, with ven- 
geance in her countenance, advanced, having a ſharp broad 
axe, (ſuch as carpenters hew wood with) with many dread- 
ful imprecations againſt the Methodiſts !—She curled dread- 
fully, and {wore ſhe would be the deat of tome one, if ſhe 


was hanged for it the next hour She ſtood with her arms 


as - 


with her arms extended; no one offered to oppoſe her, but 
we prayed the more fervently, till juſt as ſhe appeared to be 
making a blow at the young man's head then at prayer, the 
axe fell to the floor, as if the uſe of her hands were perfectly 
taken away, and ſhe-retired as faſt as ſhe could into another 
room, ſtill curling the youth for being the ruin of her ſon 
and daughter, as the was ſure thoſe © falſe prophets would 
never have come there but for him, and ſhe did not know 
where it would ſtop, but was ſure the devil would get them 
all,” with many ſuch expreſſions, Not long after this, ſhe 
ves called to give up her accounts to God! we 

But thele perſecutions becauſe of the word proved a ſift- 
ing time, a many who countenanced preaching at firſt, 
arpzared, by and by, to have been mere stony ground hearers. 
tay, even our own ſociety was ſoon diminiſhed to ten per- 
tons. Theſe held out for a few months, till the leader and 
his wife, with the man allo who took in the preachers, were 
taken to Abraham's boſom. Thele three going in ſo ſhort a 
time as a few months, was an awful viſitation! Thoſe of 
us that remained, proving unfaithful, the candleſtick was 
ſoon after removed to another place. Two or three of us 
followed it, and continued for a little time; but, ſhortly, 
our love waxed cold alio. . 

I was now fifteen years of age; but not yet able to ſay, 
my - ſins were forgiven, Nevertheleſs, my deſires were 
{trong, and often did the Lord give me a foretaſte of his 
love; but having no one near to ſpeak to, the adverſary 
gained advantage over me: I gave way by little and little, 
till my old companions obſerving me leſs grave and circum- 
ſpect, began to ſolicit me to join with them as formerly. 
This I refuſed for a time, but not with the. reſolution and 
ſtedfaſtneſs I had done before, ſo it only.encouraged them 
to ule other means of gaining me over. With what ſhame 
and ſorrow of heart do I {till reflect, that in a little time I 
joined them in parties of pleaſure, and went from bad to 
Worſe, till I became tenfold more a child of hell than ever! 
For, having once given way, my conſcience became 
conſtant tormentor day and night. I compared mylelf to 
that unhappy ſpirit, who, being caſt out of his habitation, 
went about seeing rest, yet finding none. Thus I continued 
for upwards of two years, poſting, as if in haſte for damna- 
tion, with a lighted candle in my own hand; ſtriving to 
ſtifle conſcience with repeated acts of diſobedience! The 
Spirit of God ſeemed for a time as if he had given me up, 
till I left the place where I had lived upwards of tive years, 
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and removed to another village, called Newton- under- Of- 
bury, where there was a ſmall ſociety of ſincere Chriſtians, 
with monthly preaching, a public meeting, and a claſs on 
the Lord's-day. Here the Lord began to ſtrive with me 
again, but I fought against him, and still grieved his holy 
Spirit. I removed from thence to Stockton- upon-Tees. 
Upon my arrival here I began to reflect upon my folly ;— 
conſcience was awakened once more, and I obeyed its dic- 
tates ſo far as to join the ſociety : but, ſeeing my claſs-leader 
intoxicated with liquor, I was offended, and went near him 
no more. 

Aſter ſpending near one year in this place, in 1968 J re- 
moved to Whitby, where was a large ind flouriſhing ſociety, 
J felt very unſettled and unhappy, till at laſt I reſolved, God 
being my Helper, to join that loving people. But then I 
thought I was too vile, and was greatly diſcouraged by re- 
flecting on my repeated backſli ings be upwards of four 
years: — l doubted I ſhould never ſtand long. However, 
my convictions increaſed ſo that I could take no reſt nei- 
ther day nor night, till I ſent for Nilliam Ripley, a man 

whoſe memory will $69, Fo precious to that ſociety, and to 
me. I expected him to have accuſed me with my paſt ingra- 
titude to God and his people; but, not a word of this !— 
no; he ſaw me labouring under the weight of a wounded 
ſpirit, and the comfort he adminiſtered to me at that time 
wasa cordial to my ſoul, Without aſking me any queſtions, 
he bowed his knee before God, to write a note to admit me 
into the ſociety ; which I received with a trembling hand, 
ſcaring my poor unfaithful heart would again ſtart aſide as 
2 broken bow — But, glory be to God! he was better to me 
than all my fears. In five days after this he bleſſed me with 
what I never knew before; namely, a clear ſenſe of pardon. 

This was on Feb. 6, 1969, about ten o'clock in the even- 
ing. I believe I might have received this bleſſing years be- 
fore, when under thote fir ſt awakenings of the Spirit of God, 

had] fallen into the ame hands; but the people I was firſt 

connected with, though very ſerious and devout, were leſs 
evangelical in their 1entiments,, I had {till retained a notion 
that my repentance was not ſufficient; that I muſt be much 
more in earneſt ; feet more terror, more lorrow, deeper con- 
victions, &c. before I could poſhbly obtain a ene of par- 
don. This my friends in Whitby toon ditcerned, and told 
me, that if God law it neceſſary, he would deepen my con- 


victions; but for me to pray for this, and to wait a little 


and a little longer, before I would dare to look for his fa- 
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vour, was the ready way to loſe even the diſtreſs I then felt, 
They therefore told me I muſt pray for nothing but a ſenſe 
of the favour of God. Two of them vehemently urged me 
to embrace the promiſes by faith ;—aſſured me all things 
were ready, and inſiſted that I muſt, that very night, believe 
on the Lord Jelus Chriſt, and I ſhould certainly be ſaved. 
At firſt, I thought them ſo wild in their notions, and 
ſo unreaſonable in their demands, that I could ſcarce refrain 
from being angry. My carnal nature ſpurned at it, becauſe 
I thought it as impoſſible for me to believe, as to pull the 
ſun from the firmament! However, when they had talked 
to me thus for near two hours, I was exceedingly affected; 


and trembling between hope and fear, I begged, in a degree 


of agony, that they would pray for me. Accordingly, we 
all kneeled down. That precious and zealous man of God, 
John Rogers, prayed frlt Every word he uttered my 
heart felt; and I firmly believed, God would grant him his 
heart's deſire. In that folemn moment, all the ſufferings 
of Chriſt came to my mind I By the eye of faith I had as 
real a view of my Lord's AON ON CALVARY, as ever 
I hadof any object by the eye of ſenſe: I ſaw his hands and 
his feet nailed to the croſs; his head crowned with thorns ; 
and his ſide pierced with the ſoldier's ſpear—with innume- 
rable drops of blood falling from different parts of his body, 
and his dear face all covered therewith. But oh! what a 
look was that! — Such an inexpreſſible degree of approba- 
tion was communicated to my ſoul thereby, as I ouſt I ſhall 

never forget! While I now recollect it, my overflowing 
heart and eyes almoſt forbid my proceeding. In that mo- 


ment my burden was gone; my heart was changed from 
bondage into glorious liberty: The love felt for God and 


all mankind was inexpreſlibly great, and I was conſtrained to 
cry with holy David, Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for my soul, It ſeemed 
to me as if I had never known happinels till now, and I could 
hardly think it poſſible I ſhould learn war any more, 


« I rode on the ſky, 
Freely juſtified I, 
Nor envi'd Elijah his ſeat: 
My ſoul mounted higher 
In a chariot of fire, 
And the moon it was under my fect," 


| I now went about among my old acquaintance, with a 
confidence that they would all repent and be converted, if 
= they did but know how ready E 


hriſt was to fave them. 
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Some I found willing to hear what I had got to ſay; others 
ſtared at me as one quite out of my ſenſes: however, as 
nothing could diſcourage me, if I found them unwilling to 
let me pray with them, I would drop on my knees on 
the floor, and praiſe God for what he had done for 
me, and pray that he would let them ſee their wants, and 
give them all to experience the ſame bleſſing which I enjoyed, 
It plealed God to work powerfully at that time, eſpecially 
among the young people ; many of whom came from a con- 
ſiderable diſtance to hear the word. I and ſome others had 
t delight in accompanying them on their way home. 
Nor can I reflect on thoſe ſeaſons without ſingular pleaſure, 
when we {ang the praiſes of God as we walked along: and 
when at parting, we kneeled down in the fields, or on the 
ſea-ſhore, and commended each other to the grace of God, 
— This was in the twentieth year of my age. LEY 
About this time, the Lord railed up ſeveral witneſſes of 
entire ſanctification, whoſe daily walk and converſation did 
honour to their profeſſion. With ſome of theſe I often con- 
verſed, and they would frequently ſpeak of the bleſſedneſs 
of this ſalvation from in-bred ſin, I did not fully underſtand 
them at firſt, but thought I was as happy as I could be; 
nor did I know I wanted any thing which I had not received, 
However, not many days after this, being cloſely tempted, 
I was convinced, that although the guilt of fin was done 
away, yet there was in me the remains of an evil nature :— 
and although I was happy in a ſenſe-of acceptance, and had 
power alſo over inward and outward fin, yet the fountain 
of corruption was not dried up ;—that I bad yet a degree of 
the carnal mind, which is enmity againſt God. And had I 
not been told that this was conſiſtent with a ſtate of juſtifi- 
cation, it is probable I ſhould have caſt away my confidence, 
as the enemy ſtrongly ſuggeſted, my experience was all a 
deluſion, The attack was ſevere while it laſted, for I rea- 
ſoned with the temptation till my foul was in an agony ; but 
in my diſtreſs I cried unto the Lord, and he graciouſly heard 
me, and delivered me out of all my fears ſo that my evi- 
dence of pardon was more diſtin& and clear than ever 
As I believed the report; and cordially received the teſti- 
mony of the happy few who profeſſed ſanctification, I felt 
ſtrong defires awakened in my ſoul for that ineſtimable blel- 
ſing ; and being daily urged by ſome of theſe to prels after 
it, and expect it every moment by faith alone; in a little 
time my thirſt was ſuch that I could not reſt; but, in 
whatever place or company I was, e 5 
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My vehement ſoul cried out oppreſs'd, 
Impatient to be freed; 
Nor could I, no, nor would I reſt, 
Till I was free indeed.” 


In reading the ſcriptures I was more and more enligh- 
tened to ſee, and encouraged to hope for a deliverance from 
the root of fin, I ſaw there was given unto me exceeding 
great and precious promiles, that I ſhould be made a parta- 
ker of the divine nature; and that the great end for which 
our Lord was manifeſted in the fleſh, was to destroy the 
works of the Devil, to make an end of sin, and to bring in 
everlasting Tighteousness, And I farther perceived, that 
not only the promiſe of God, but his oath alſo, was given 
of old to his covenant people, That they should be delivered 
out of the hands of their enemies, that they might Serve him 
without fear, in righteousness and holiness before him all the 
days of their life. From the manner this is introduced in the 
New Teſtament, I was led to infer two things : Firſt, that 
the enemies there meant were our fins ; eſpecially the evils of 
our own heart: And, ſecondly, that the deſign of God is 
not to defer the deſtruction of theſe till death, or even till 
ſome little time before it, but that now ig the accepted time. 
For he here declares his will is, tbat we ſhould thus ſerve 
him all the remaining part of our life in koltness, and without 
Fear: which St. John in his firſt epiſtle, iv. 18. ſays, we 
cannot do until we are firſt made perfect in love. Indeed, 

the whole Bible ſeemed a dere to raile my ex pectation 
of an anſwer to that prayer Create in me a clean heart, 0 
God, and renew a right s/1rit within me. And the more I 
contraſted the ſpirituality of the law with my own corrupt 
nature, the greater need I ſaw of heart holineſs, and the 
more eager were my deſires after it. f | 

At laſt I reſolved neither to eat nor fleep, until the Lord 
ſhould give me the thing my foul longed for! I had no 
ſooner made that reſolution, than I was tempted to reaſon 
upon the raſhneſs of it. But ſuch was the condeſcenſion 
of God, that he indulged my importunity, and granted my 
requeſt, —I went with a trembling heart to the very houſe 
where it had plealed him to ſhed abroad his pardoning love 
in my ſoul. That pious family no ſooner learned my errand, 
than they encouraged me to expett the bleſſing that hour ; - 
and exhorted me to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for full 

 falvation, We then fell on our knees, and Mary Best, an 
aged woman, full of faith * love, wreſtled aud plcaded 


14 


with the Lord for me. In leſs than fifteen minutes my 


burden was removed, and I felt a more entire change than I 
had ever done, accompanied with a peculiar humbling 
Iweetnels ; but not that rapturous joy which I had always 
thought would attend that perfect liberty. On this account 
I was tempted much to realon: and it is probable, the ene- 
my would have wreſted away my ſhield, but for the com- 
forting interpoſition of my friends, who were not, like me, 
ignorant of Satan's devices. They told me, it was a common 
case, that a foul might be ſaved from fin, and not filled with 
Joy :—That the bleſſing of chriſtian perfection conſiſts in 
feeling I am xoTH1NG, and Chriſt is ALL IX ALL, This 
I found true by happy experience, and was enabled hence- 
forth to retain a full aſſurance of this great ſalvation. In 
this glorious liberty I walked for at leaſt three months : dur- 
ing which time, notwithſtanding I had many fiery darts ſhot 
at me, yet I could ſing, 
| & Not a cloud can ariſe 
To darken the ſkies, | 
Or hide for a moment my Lord from my eyes.“ 

When I looked for thoſe hcart-riſings of anger, pride, 
and ſelf-will, which, like dry tinder, were formerly ready 
to catch fire at any provocation, 1 found them not; but, on 
the contrary, I found meckneis, humility, and refignation. 
I was fo truly humbled with a ſente of my own 3 
neſs, that I rejoiced to ſuffer reproach for the name of Chri 
That natural enmity to the pure law of God being now to- 
tally removed, his commandments became more joyous than 
ever; and I could fay in a fenſe that 1 never could before, 


0 


The law of God 15 in my heart, even the LAW OF LOVE. 


I felt this the conſtraining principle which led me to do and 
$ufer the whole will of God. 5 
my ignorance and helpleſſneis, together with the weaknels 
and unworthineſs which attended my paſt tervices : hence 
my daily cry was, * Every moment, Lord, I want the me- 
vit of thy death.. And, bleſſed be God, 1 felt it applied. 
Through faith in his blood, 1 had conſtant accels to the Fa- 
ther, through the Spirit; yea, and 1 had FzLLowsne 
wars THE FATHER AND THE SON, BY THE Horx 
Gnowm, | | 
My love to God was accompanied with fervent defires for 
the falvation of immortal touls, and with a convittion that 1 
was called of God to preach the Goipel. I thought, if 1 
could explain to others what 1 ren felt, they would all re- 


pent and be converted! I was at this time a conſiderable 


ut at the tame tune I felt 


my conſidence, and became almo 
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diſtance from my relations; and as my firſt care was for 
their ſalvation, I could not reſt till I reached my native 
place, being fully perſuaded, that I had a message from Cod 
unt them. I got a conſiderable number of my friends toge- 
ther, and ſtanding up, for the firſt time, in my father's 
houſe, I faithfully warned them, in the beſt manner I could, 
to flee from the wrath to come. All ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and 
fome were much aſſected. But, alas! it was not as I ex- 
ected: I did not find it ſo eaſy a matter to convert them 
| Wa the error of their ways as I imagined : I plainly faw, 
this power belongeth unto God alone! However, it pleaſed 
him to give me {ome encouragement : for, the ſecond time 
I met them, while at the luft prayer, the houſe was filled 
with groans and cries, till at length one exclaimed, (namely, 
my a in w.) * Glory be to God! glory be to God !— 
He hath bleſſed me !—He hath ſet my foul at liberty !—I 
can praile him, and I will praiſe him -O praiſe God for 
me !—Praiſe him !—Praife him Let every thing that hath 
breath praiſe the Lord!“ and ſo ſhe went on for a conſide- 


rable time. 


This greatly encouraged me; but Satan ſeemed very un- 
willing I ſhould proceed, and therefore endeavoured to 
throw hindrances in my way, TI then removed from the 
family 1 had been ſo much bleſſed with, to another, which, 


though much longer profeſſing religion, yet was leſs alive 


to God, Here I fell into aſnare, which brought my ſoul 
into great heavineſs ; and, parleying with temptation, I loſt 

A diſtracted for a jcaſon. 
During this time of fore conflict, one night I had the fol- 
lowing dream. I thought I was bit by a large ſerpent, which 
wound I knew to be very dangerous, and that unavoidable 
death would enſue, if a ſpeedy cure could not be effected: 
but where to go for it 1 knew not. I was in an agony of 
diſtreſs, when one told me of a Phyſician at ſome diſtance, 
who alone could cure the bite of that ſerpent. On this, I 
determined to go to him immediately ; but when I got to the 


door, I faw an innumerable multitude of ſerpents, through 


the midit of which I muſt paſs. My torture and perplexity 
being inexpreſſible, I turned into the houle again: but re- 


flecting that if I ſtayed there, death was the certain conſe- 


quence, and that I could but die if I went ; and conſidering, 
that if the Phyſician could cure the firſt wound, he could 

allo cure the reſt, I reſolved to puſh through at all hazerds, 
and ſo ran with all my might. At laſt, coming to the Phy- 
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Kcian, he received me with kindneſs, and applied a balmy 
medicine which immediately relieved my pain, and removed 
the inflammation. I was now concerned, leſt the ſerpents 
I had ſeen upon the road, ſhould aſſault me on my return: 
but he bid me be of good courage, anointed my whole body 
with the ſame balm, and faid, it would prevent their wound- 
mg me, though they might aſſault; but if they should wound 
me, he bid me return to him again, On this I thanked 
him, and with a grateful heart took my leave. 

By this dream I was convinced that I ought to leave that 
family, and therefore reſolved to do it without delay, I had 
no ſooner fixed this determination, than a glimple of * 6 

e 


was darted into my ſoul, and I faw that IESsus was t 


Phyſician, Believing that he was both able and willing to 
heal my wound, I retired {as was my daily cuſtom at that 
hour) to read and pray; when the Lord, inſtead of upbraid- 
ing me, 7 the precious balm of his blood, and reſtored 
the joy of his ſalvation to my diſtreſſed foul, Taking my 
Bible, and lifting up my heart to heaven, I opened on the 
ſeventh chapter of St. John, and coming to that paſſage, 
Jesus stood up in the great day of the ſeast and cried, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink ; I ſhall never 
forget the manner in which thoſe words were applied to my 
{oul.—It was as if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt perſonally ſpoke 
them. If he had, it was not poſſible my aſſurance could 


have been greater, that all my bachslidings were healed, 


6 Stung by the Scorpion fin, 
M r expiring ſoul 
The ba my ſound drank in, 
And was at once made whole ; 
I ſaw my Lord upon the tree, 
And felt again he died for me.“ 

I now left Whitby, and went to reſide about five miles 
diſtant. Here Providence caſt my lot with a moſt agreeable, 
happy family; and the Lord confirmed what he had wrought, 
The holy flame was ſuch in = heart, that I went to the 
neighbouring villages, and ſtanding up in the open {treets, 
warned ſinners to flee from the wrath to come. I met with 
ſome dilcouragements, eſpecially from old dry profeſſors, 
who concluded I ran too ag to run long : but in leis than 


fix months, it pleaſed God to raile a ſociety in Lythe, a 
village about a mile diſtant from where I reſided, We pro- 
cured a comfortable place to preach in, and the Lord added 
daily to our number. I then lolicited the Travelling Preach- 
ers to viſit us, and ſoon after, they gave us one night in a 

month. The enemy had long ſtrove to prevent the gvl- 
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pel from taking root in that wicked place; f ut now, ſeeing 
the word mightily prevail, he raged with redoubled fury. 
Some ruffians combined to prevent my preaching, and were 
determined to carry their point. But, as I was not afraid 
of man, and the few whom God had raiſed up, being regel- 
ved to ſtand by me, I regarded not their threats. 4 
After repeatedly diſturbing us in our preaching- houſe, 
one night theſe ſons of Belial collected all their forces, to 
make a general attack as we came out. Their number was 
great, and I had no ſooner diſmiſſed the people, than they 
began the aſſault. Hearing this, I puſhed forward from the 
pulpit, and got into the midſt of them. They ſaluted me with 
vollies of oaths, and ſhowers of ſtones and dirt; and in leſs 
than two minutes fell to blows. One of the ſtouteſt of them 
advanced, and made ſeveral ſtrokes at my head; but I re- 
ceived them upon my arm, which, by that means, was 
much bruiſed. When he could not bring me to the ground, 
be raged like a fury, and watching his opportunity, whilit 
endeavoured to reſcue one of my friends, whom they were 
beating ina terrible manner; he came behind, and gave me 
ſuch a blow on my right temple, that I ſtaggered like a 
drunken man. My hat fell off, and my ſenſes were greatly 
confuſed ; ſo that I muſt have fallen, had he followed his 
blow. This, doubtleſs, he would have done; but in that 
moment, a young girl, who had lately been awakened and 
joined our ſociety, thinking I was hurt, inſtantly took up 
« ſtone, abut two pounds weight, and threw it at his back. 
Ile then left me to revenge himſelf upon her; and ſnat ching 
up the ſame ſtone, threw it with hack violence in her face; 
that ſhe fell to the ground and lay motionleis. She was ſup- 
| pole to be dead, and was carried home to her mcther's 
houſe. However, it pleaſed God that ſhe recovered; yet 
the was cut in a moſt dreadful manner, having her cheek. 
laid open to the bone ; and the will bear this mark of ſuffer- 
ing for her Lord's fake, to her dying hour. Others of our 
friends were conſiderably hurt. One, in particular, had his 
face almoſt covered with blood; and his coat, waiſtcoat, 
and ſhirt torn half way down his back. However, it is 
probable we might have come off worſe, had not Go taken 
our part; for, as the stars in their courses fought against 
SisE RA, ſo, the Lord ſtruck our enemies with terror, by 
ſending, in that moment, dreadful flaſhes of lightning from 
à cloud, which ſeemed ready to burſt over their guilty heads. 
Finding an opportunity, while they appeared panic- ſtruck, 
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we made our eſcape ; but we were obliged to retreat gradu” 


ally, as ſome of our people were old and infirm, and w© 


were not willing to leave them in the rear, leſt they ſhould 
become a prey to their enemies. The next day we found 
means to bring ſome of the ringleaders to juſtice, and they 
diſturbed us no more. 

I ſpent almoſt two years with theſe my firſt children in 
the goſpel ; but, although I loved them as my own ſoul, L 
was not ealy in my mind to be ſhut up in one place, and that 
= {mall one. I therefore ſet out on foot upon a journey of 
about one hundred miles, preaching wherever I found an 
open door. In this journey I met with ſome difficulties ; 
nevertheleſs, my encouragements more than counterbalan- 
ced them. Among ſeveral others, one thing was as pleaſing 
as remarkable. An old man came to hear preaching at Win- 
gate, a ſmall village near Sunderland; and was deeply con- 
vinced of fin, He went home with trembling and terror, 
and could not ſleep till he had found a clear ſenſe of pardon. 
Being filled with joy unſpeakable, he communicated it to 
his wife, with whom he had lived upwards of fifty years, 
She was exceedingly affected with the relation of what God 
bad wrought in him; and wiſhed to go the next evening, 
and hear for herſelf. She did ſo; and being deeply con- 
vinced of fin, ſhe aſked her huſband, if he thought God 
would give her the ſame bleſſing, which he had obtained. 
The old man, full of faith, cried, «© O yes! AU things are 

You may have it this night :—He hath ſaved me, 

and I am the greater ſinner,” Being encouraged at this, 
agreed to pray together alternately, confident that God 
would bleſs her that night. They continued wreſtling, 7a- 
eob-like, till the break of day, but no anſwer! Their 
Krength was much exhauſted, being both upwards of four- 
fcore years of age, and conlequently, very infirm ; yet they 
would not give up; and the Lord ſoon after condeſcended 
to grant their requeſt, and poke her 5ins forgiben. What 
a fultlment of that promiſe !— If two of you hh l agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they shall ash, it Shall be done 


or them, And what encouragement for poor tinners of 


every age, that theſe two, even at the eleventh hour, were 
not rejected by the Lord of the harveſt, FO, 

Taking this journey in the depth of winter, the weather 
fevere, and ſome of my lodgings not very comfortable, laid 
the foundation of a long and dangerous illneſs, the relicks 
of which ſettled in my left hand, which gathered and broke 


in ſeveral places. The whole habit of my body was brought 
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fo low, that I was thought by moſt who ſaw me, to be in a 
deep conſumption: indeed, I fully expected I ſhould not 
recover, and was greatly rejoiced at — of being ſo 
ſoon with him whom my ſoul loved. Nevertheleſs, for his 
fake I felt willing to live, if thereby I might bring glory to 
his name. I continued in this weak ſtate of body for 

of two years. Yet I laboured as much as my health would 
permit, and chiefly on the Hull Circuit. 

In the year 1972, Mr. Rankin was appointed for Vork; 
but afterwards, going to America, Mr. Wesley wrote to me 
to take his place, which I did: and I continued on that 
Circuit until my ſtrength was ſo exhauſted, that I could 
travel no longer. I was then adviſed by Mr. Bruce, a me- 
dical gentleman in York, to uſe the cold bath. And in 

preference to all others, he recommended E!kley Hells, a 
place near Otley, in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, Before 

I had been there a week, I felt the good effects: and I am 

| fully perſuaded, under God, that water was the means of 
ſaving my life. After uſing it conſtantly for about three 
months, in October 177g, I went to Thirſk; and, at the 
requeſt of many kind friends, ſpent my winter there; where 

I employed the little ſtrength God had graciouſly reſtored 
to me, and I truſt, not without ſome fruit of my labour. 

In May 1774, although I had no relaple of my diſorder, 
it was thought adviſable I ſhouldreturn to Elkley for a while 
to confirm my cure. I did ſo, and continued in that neigh- 
bourhood till Auguſt. I now thought mylelf able to take 
a Circuit, and was appointed, at the Briſtol Conference, to 
labour with Mr, D. Wright, at Thuſk, I was truly thank- 
ful for ſuch a fellow-labourer, who atted the part of a father 
to me. We had the hearts of the people; and the Lord 
added many ſeals to our miniſtry. Cas 

In the year 1778, I was received into full connection, 
and appointed at the Leeds Conference for Edinburgh ; 
where i had for my colleagues T. R. and R. V. two faith- 

ful men, whole hearts were in the work. The people ſoli- 
\ 3 cited our ſtay another year: Mr. Rutherford and I were 
a permitted to remain, and Mr. Mc Na was appointed with 
5 us. VBut, although we laboured in love and harmony both 
R cach other, and among the people, yet very little fruit 
Appeared at the end of two years. When we went there, 
wi found two hundred and ſixty members: we joined jo 
wards of two hundred more; and yet, in the end, left only 
two hundred and forty-five ;—fifteen leſs than we found, 
lo fluftuating was that people! Neverthelels, we have a 


Bo 
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few ſteady, faithful, hoſpitable, and very pious friends in 


Scotland, I found my heart much united to them, and 
ſhould probably have ſtayed longer in that kingdom, had my 
health permitted, | 
What injured my conſtitution a ſecond time, and again 
nearly coſt me my life, was a journey to the Iſle of Bute, 
This iſland is eighteen miles long, and in moſt parts three 
or four broad; ſituate about forty miles north of Glaſgow : 
its inhabitants in general ſpeak the Erle language: few un- 
_ derſtand” Engliſh, Being invited by one of the natives, a 
well-wiſher to religion, I was reſolved to give them a trial, 
We had about twenty miles to go by water; and in the ſe- 
_ cond voyage I made, juſt after we ſet fail, a dreadful 
ſtorm aroſe. The boatmen were fo fool-hardy as not to put 
back again ; and the wind being nearly right a-head of our 
_ veſſel, they were obliged to tack moſt of the way. The 
women paſſengers — children began to ſhrick and cry 
dreadfully, fo that the ſailors were obliged to put them all 
below, and faſten down the hatches. The place was mall, 
and the people were ſo numerous, that I expected they 
would be ſuffocated ! The reſt drank ſo much whiſky, that 
I feared there would not be men enough ſober to work the 
veſſel. They preſſed me to partake with them; but I could 
not taſte.—No : I had other work! looking every moment. 
when the veſſel would fill and overſet, as part of it was an 
* boat. The rain and hail was very heavy from tlie 
ouds; and the ſea alſo breaking over us, I had nothing 
leſt dry about me. Thus I fat, or ſtood, without any ſhel- 
ter, for fourteen hours; the water running over the tops of 
my ſhoes all the while. But, contrary to our fears, it plea- 
God, at laſt to bring us safe to the haven where ue would be, 
Having no cloaths to ſhift me,. I went ſtraight to the inn 
where I had ' flept before; intending to go immediately to 
bed, as my only reſource to prevent a fit of ſickneſs; wy 
to my great diſappointment, a gentleman's family, who had 
been detained by the lame ſtorm, had poſſeſſion of my lodg- 
ings. In about two hours, an old man, hearing of my ſitu— 
ation, came and gave me a kind invitation to his little cot- 
tage. I gladly accepted his ofter ; but my bed being railed 
only about twelve inches from a very damp earthen floor, 
and having no fire, it was not quite ſo comfortable as my 
condition then required; eſpecially as the coverings were 
but few; ſo has | was obliged to help out with my wet 
clothes. The conſequence was, in a few hours I found my; 


_ throat exceedingly. wilamed, and a burning fever through 
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my whole frame; ſo that I had little hope of ever 
ſeeing the main land again; and it was alſo impracticable to 
fend for any of my friends, becauſe of the weather. Yet, 
bleſſed be God, I was not friendleſs; for that Friend that 
{ticketh cloſer than a brother, did not leave me, neither for- 
lake me, He who filleth immenſity, can never be abſent 
from thoſe who hope in his mercy ; nor will he fail todeliver 
them in the time of need. Such was his goodnels to me, that 
without any human aſſiſtance, uſe of medicine, or comfort- 
ing cordial, fave that of the love of Chriſt, in a few days 1 
was able to go out again. But I was then at a loſs for food, 
and having nothing I could reliſh, I employed a poor wo- 
man to gather mea kind of ſhell-fiſh, about half the ſize of 
cockles, which was my chief ſupport, till I was able to re- 
turn to the main land, After this I remained ſome months 
in Glaſgow and Edinburgh; but did not recover my health 
for a long time, | 

In the year 1777, I was appointed to labour in the Eaſt 
of Cornwall, A journey of between four and five hundred 
miles, was no ſmall fatigue in my then weak ſtate of body : 
but the Lord was with me I took my appointment as from 
God, and therefore ſet out in his name, and found ſweet 
communion with him in the way. ; 

I had long deſired to ſee that moſt eminently pious man 
of God, Mr. Fletcher ; and now an opportunity offered, 
Stopping at Briſtol a few days, to reſt mylelf od horſe, I 
heard of his being at Mr. Ireland's, about three miles off, 
in a poor ſtate of health; and, with two of my brethren, 
took a ride to ſee him. When we came there, he was retur- 
ning from a ride, which he was adviſed by his phylician to 
take every day. Diſmounting from his horie, he came 
towards us with arms ſpreads open, and eyes liſted up to 
heaven. IIis apoſtolic appearance, with the whole of his 
deportment, greatly affected me. The firſt words he ſpoke, 
while yet ſtanding in the ſtable by his horſe, were a part of 
the ſixteenth chapter of St. John. He pointed out from 
thence the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, as the great promile 
of the Father, and the privilege of all New Teſtament belie- 
vers, in a manner 1 had never heard before: my foul 
was diſſolved into tenderneſs, and became even as melting 
wax before the fire. | 5 
As an invidious report had been ſpread, that he had re- 
canted what be had lately written again Calviniſm, in theſe 
excellent writings of his, entitled his“ Checks, &c.”” LI 
took the liberty to mention the report, andaiked him what 
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he thought had given riſe to it? Ile replied, he could not 
tell; except that he had refrained from ſpeaking on contro- 
verted points ſince he came to Mr. Ireland's: partly, b 

reaſon of the poor ſtate of his health; and partly, W 
he did not wiſh to grieve his kind friend, by making his 
houſe a field of controverſy: but aſſured us, he had never 
yet ſeen cauſe to repent of what he had written in defence of 


the Rev. Mr, Wes/ey's Minutes. And, though he believed 


his cloſe application to ſtudy had been the means of reducing 


his body to the ſtate in which we then ſaw it, yet, he ſaid, 
if he fell a victim, it was in a good cauſe. 

After a little farther converſation upon his darling topic, 
the universal love of God in Christ Jesus, we were about to 
take our leave, when Mr. Ireland ſent his footman into the 
yard with a bottle of red wine, and {ome ſlices of bread upon 
a waiter : we all uncovered our heads, while Mr. Fletcher 
craved a bleſſing upon the ſame ; which he had no ſooner 
done, but he handed, firſt the bread to each ; and lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, pronounced thoſe words, The bod, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve 
thy body and Soul unto everlasting life, Afterwards, hand- 
ing the wine, he repeated in like manner, The blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, &c. But ſuch a ſacra ment I never had 
before A ſenſe of the Divine Preſence reſted upon us all; 
and we were melted into floods of tears, His worthy friend 
Mr, Ireland, grieved to ſee him exhauſt his little ſtrength 
by ſo much ſpeaking, took him by the arm, and almoſt for- 
ced him into the houſe ; while he kept looking wiſnfully, 
and ſpeaking to us, as long as we could ſee him: we then 
mounted our horſes and rode away. That very hour more 
than repayed me for my whole journey from Edinburgh to 
Cornwall, When I came to Plymouth-Dock, I found a 
lively and loving ſociety. My heart clave to them. My 
fellow-labourers and I had a very agreeable year together 
upon that Circuit, and ſome good was done, and my health 
much reſtored, _ 

In 1778, I was appointed to labour in Kent, It was 
the firſt year of the grand encampment on Cox. Heath; 
which conſiſted of about fifteen thou:and men, Being only 


half a mile from the Heath, for two or three weeks before 1 


entered upon my circuit, I generally preached in the camp 


once a day. And I have realon to believe, lome of the Md 


then fown was not loſt, having ſince met with perſons bot h 
in England and Ireland, who teſtified they b 
thank God for the few opportunities they then enjoyed, 


ad caule to 


ina 
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How often is that word fulfilled, Cast thy bread upon the 


waters, and thou halt find it after many days, 

In the year 1979, I was appointed to labour at Leeds, 
wer I found a people ripe for the doctrine of holineſs ; 
and many that year believed unto full ſalvation. This was 
the richeſt foil for Methodiſm I had yet known. We found 
two thouſand two hundred members in ſociety, and about 
twenty local Preachers, who greatly aſſiſted us in the work; 
and the word of the Lord ran and was glorified ; to which 
the harmony that ſubſiſted between the Preachers, Stewards, 
Leaders, and people, greatly contributed. But what to 
me was beſt of all, I felt my own foul much alive to God, 
and he ſweetly aſſiſted me in all my labours, 

In the year 1780, I went to Sheffield, where I found a 
large ſociety, but leſs united than thoſe I had left; and 
therefore I was not ſo comfortable for a time as I could with, 
It grieved me alſo, that one of my fellow-labourers did not 
lovingly draw in the ſame yoke, and ſoon after left the con- 


nection. The uneaſineſs occaſioned in the Society thereby, 


threatened us with diſagreeable conſequences ; and our ene- 
mies expected a conſiderable divifion among us: but he that 
sUt:th above the water-floods, found means to prevent it; 
ſo that inſtead of loſing in our number, we found, at the end 
of the year, an increate of ninety-ſeven members. In the 
latter end of June, Mr. Wesley, according to his uſual tour, 


came to Sheffield, where Mr. Bradford, who then travelled 


wich him, was taken very ill, and obliged to deſiſt. I took 
his | cone for {ix weeks; but I foon found my conſtitution 

:quate to the taſk, Being much fatigued with riding in 
the heat, which was very intenſe at that time, I was ſeized 
with a billious complaint the firſt day the Conference began 
at Leeds, Doctor Hamilton, with other phyſicians, paid 
every attention to my caſe, Which 83 very doubtſul 
for ſome days. The chief means whereby I found relief, 
were bleeding and the warm bath; but it was ſome time be- 
fore I was pronounced out of danger. I hear learnt ſome 
uleful leſſons while under my Father's rod. He gave me 
peace and reſignation when my pain was moſt extreme; and 
during my whole confinement, I do not know I had one 
marmuring thought. After my recovery, I felt a degree 
of gratitude | had not known before; and a reſolution fixt 
m my heart, to be more devoted to God, and more zealous 
for the good of auls than ever, [ was appointed to labour 


another year in Sheffield, and was highly favoured with the 


allaſtance of two good young men. We labourcd together 
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in harmony, had peace in all our borders, and the work of 
God greatly proſpered, Many ſouls were awakened and 
born of God, and one hundred and forty were added to the 
ſociety. _ 

05 I was appointed for Macclesfield, As the Cir- 
cuit was large and unwieldy, four Preachers were ſent, with 
inſtructions to divide it. We did this in the beſt manner 
we could, and my worthy colleague, Mr. Myles, took 
charge of the Burſlem diviſion. But this, with ſome other 
amendments, fuch as furniſhing the Preacher's dwelling- 
houſe by ſubſcription, changing the Stewards, &c. gave 
deep offence to a few individuals : but the hearts of the peo- 

le were united to their Preachers; and notwithſtanding all 
the difficulties we met with, we were greatly comforted 
among them; and at the end of two years, I had the ſatis- 
faction of leaving them conſiderably increaſed in number; 


and, I truſt, upon the whole, not lels alive to God than 1 


ſound them. 8 | 

But all the trials I had ever known were ſmall when 
compared with that I was here called to bear,—After a 
lingering illneſs of about two months, the Lord ſaw it right 
to tear from my bleeding heart the dear partner of my cares 
and forrows—my ever faithful and affectionate wife. As it 
ſo nearly concerns mylelf, and will, I believe, be a bleſſing 
to others, I ſhall make no apology for inſerting a brief nar- 
rative of her {weet experience and triumphant exit! 


| AN 
ACCOUNT 


OF 


Mrs. MARTHA ROGERS. 


My firſt beloved wife was born Feb. 14, 1755. She 
vas third daughter of Mr. Benjamin Knowlden, Linen and 
Woollen-Draper, in Looſe, a pleaſant village, near Maid- 
ſtone in Kent. Both her parents were Diſſenters of the 
Baptiſt perſuaſion, and much noted for their ſingular piety, 
as were their parents before them, Her mother died many 
years ago; and her father in the year 1777; both in full 
aſſurance of a glorious reſurrection. They had many chil- 


dren ; the greater part yet living. Of thole who are called 
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away, there is ground to hope they are in Abraham's boſom, 
My dear wife would often thank God for the piety of her 
parents, and the chriſtian education and example with which 
ſhe was bleſt in her youth; and believed her converſion was 
in anſwer to their prayers. She had ſerious impreſ- 
ſions from a child, and was early led to ſee into the plan of 
falvation by faith. When about fix or eight years of age, 
her convictions were ſuch as frequently made her leave her 
little companions, and retire into private corners to pray, 
while they were taking their recreations.—Yea, her love to 
God and ſecret prayer, appeared out of the common way! 
As ſhe grew to riper years, ſhe had at ſundry times gracious 
viſits from the Lord ; but from a deep ſenſe of her unwor- 
thineſs, and a natural difidence, ſhe was long withheld from 
profeſſing a ſenſe of pardoning love; although at times ſhe 
was entirely happy in God ; while her tempers, words, and 
works, declared the deep piety of her heart, 

My acquaintance with her began at Edinburgh, in 1775, 
and I blels God for the day I firſt ſaw her. After a won- 
derful chain of providences, we were married by Mr, Wesley, 
at Shoreham in Kent, Dec. 4, 1778 Some time after our 
marriage, the Lord fully convinced her of the neceſſity of a 
pure heart. She ſaw clearly the bleſſing muſt be received 
by {imple faith, or not at all. Her convictions of inbred 
ſin were deeper than ſhe had ever felt before her juſtification 
although, at the ſame time, ſhe had no doubt of being a child 
of God, On returning one evening from our chapel in 
Leeds, ſhe was much diſtreſſed, and ſeveral of our kind 


7 friends came into our little dwelling, till it was nearly full. 


Three or four went to prayer, and the power of God was 
preſent to bleſs many. But ſtill ſhe felt herſelf as if bound 
in chains, and wept bitterly. As ſoon as the company were 
one, I endeavoured to comfort her; aſſuring her that the 
ord was with her. I alſo exhorted her to believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to caſt herſelf, juſt as ſhe was, into his 
arms, who was ſtanding ready to embrace her. On this, 
ſhe begged me to go up ſtairs with her: I did ſo; and falling 
on our knees, the Lord gave me power to wreſtle mightily 
in prayer on her behalf, Preſently all her chains fell off 
and ſhe declared, in an extacy of joy, that her ſoul was ſet 
at PERFECP LIBERTY, The Lord applied thoſe words 
to her heart, Thou art fair, my love, thou art fair; 
there is no Spot in thee. She believed, and praiſed God 
aloud, faying to me, . Now 2 am sure, my dear, he hath 
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heard your prayer for me! I know he hath purified my 
heart! My beloved is mine, and I am his.” But her evidence 
did not remam long thus clear : nevertheleſs, from that 
time to the day of her death, I believe, nv one who knew 
her, had the leaſt cauſe to doubt of the reality of the work. 

Her amiable diſpoſition and chriſtian deportment were 
truly worthy of imitation, When at any time things of a 
trying nature had happened among the people, while others 
would have been repcating grievances, her method was, to 
retire to ſecret prayer; where ſhe generally left her burden 
with the Lord. She was of few words :—no tattler, no 
busy-body, but a keeper at home. She molt ſacredly refrained 
from {peaking evil of any one; but when any uled her un- 
kindly, ſhe would bear it in ſilence, and recommend them 
to God, As to her domestic character; ſhe was a pattern of 
neatneſs in her perſon and apparel ; which, with the clean- 
linels, induſtry, and frugality, obſerved in all her houſehold 
attairs, as alſo her uncommon attention and propriety as a 
wife anda mother, did real honour to her lex, 

The diſorder of which my beloved companion died, was 
a conſumption. At hrit I was quite ignorant of her dan- 
ger; and after I began to ſuſpect it, I was a long time un- 
willing to think, for a moment, of being thus early deprive 
of {o valuable a jewel. On the firſt day of the new year, 


aſter renewing our covenant with God, it was deeply im- 


reſſed upon my mind, that thrs s:ckness would be unto death. 
1y ſears were all alarmed : I retired to my room, and poured 
out my diſtrels before the Lord, but could get no faith for 
her recovery. I went to her, (then gouc to bed) and could 
no longer refrain from tears. God alone knows what I felt 
in that moment !—She endeavoured to comfort me; and 


laid, © My dear, do not be diſtreſſed. Is it grief or joy that 


makes you weep ? Have you hada good time at the cove- 


nant?” After a little, I replied, My dear, it has been a 


very good time: I am bleſt: — but you mull, bear with me: 


I cannot help fearing the worſt.— Vour life, my dear, is 
gurely in danger! She ani{wered, with her uſual tweetnels, 
Perhaps not: Lou can remember the time when L was 
reduced much lower than I am now, and yet the Lord re- 
ſtored me, He bringeth down to the grave, and raileth up 
again, The Lord can do great things: nay, he hath done 
reat things !—Fear not, my dear, and all ſh4ll be well.” 
What follows was written by Mils Roe, her baloved friend, 


and algerwards my ſecond wile. 
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27 
« Jan. 2, Mrs. Rogers appeared ſo altered for the worle, 
that I plainly foreſa her approaching diſſolution. I believe 


ſhe perceived a ſtarting tear; for ſhe ſaid, My dear Mils 


Roe, pray tell me What you think of my ſtate; and if you 
believe I ſhall recover: or, if the Lord ſhould call me away, 
whether you think it will be ſoon. I wiſh to know all the 


danger I am in; for I believe 1 can reſign mylelf to the 


Lord, if he pleaſes to take me: and though I cannot ſpeak 
on this ſubject to Mr, Rogers, becauſe he is ſo deeply affec- 
ted, yet I wiſh you to deal plainly. The reaſon of my aſk- 
ing you is, Mr. R. came to my bed- ſide laſt night, and ſeemed 
overwhelmed with grief, thinking me in imminent danger. 
If the Lord had not wonderfully ſupported me, I could not 
have borne to ſee his tears: but ſurely I ſhall ever be thank- 
ful for the calmneſs and ſweet peace I felt, ſo that I was 
enabled to become his comforter, But I have ſince thought 
a good deal about the nature of my ilInels, and though I dare 
not tell him ſo, I think there is little hope of my recovery, 
Do, my dear, tell me all your mind.” | = 

I then anſwered ; You have no cauſe to fear death, my 
love: For you to live is Christ, and to die will be eternal 
gain and therefore I will do as you deſire. I muit ac- 


knowledge I have had many fears a long time ; and have 


now little hope of your recovery: yet all things are poſſible 
with God Though you were at the point of death, ne 
could caſily raile you up again but I think you will arrive 
at home before long. Well, my dear,” faid ſhe, * I thought 
you believed ſo: I could lee it in your looks, and I thank 
you for telling me. It does not hurt me, I believe the 
Lord will fave me ; though Satan, at times, would diſtreſs 
me, by ſuggeſting that my evi-ynce was never lo clear as 
ſome.— But tell me, my dear, do you think perſons can feel 
they love God, if he did not love them?“ I faid, the Lord 
{hall an{wer for himleif :-—I,ovr 2s of God ; and every one 
that LOVETH ts born of Code and again, We love him, be- 
cause he first loved us, Realon and experience too, teach 
us that love ſhed abroad in our hearts, muſt be the work of 
the holy Spirit. It cannot beattained by any power of our 
own :—Satan cannot give it! nor can it be derived from 
any but God, lumself ; who is the Spring, the Fountain, the 
Ocean of Love: and the love you feel is the very nature of 
God, and you will be with him to all eternity. Well,“ 
{aid ſhe, my love, what you lay has done me good: I be- 


lieve it is ſo. I do not love any thing ſo much as God. 
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in the night, I heard 
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With reſpect to the world, it is nothing to me.— Mr. R. and 
the dear children, lie neareſt my heart of any thing here: 
but if the Lord ſhould call me away, he will take care of 
them: —I know he will! Yet it ſeems hard to nature, to 
be parted from Mr. R. after living ſo happy in each other. 
(Here I perceived a ſtarting tear ; but ſhe checked it, and 
continued.) But I ſhould be thankful that it has been ſo, 
and that we have always been a bleſſing to each other: and 
I thank the Lord that I ever knew him.” | 

The ſame day, ſhe ſaid, My dear Miſs Roe, will you 
do me one favour? Contrive that the nurſe may bring my 
little emmy to ſce me: it may be the laſt time I ſhall ſee 
him in this world; but do not let Mr. R. know that I ſay 
fo.” * r recommended ve R. and the 2 * 
to my friendſhip, eſpecially little emmy an e freel 
of all ſhe wiſhed to C — — _ gone or” — 
added, Now my mind will be eaſy and ſatisfied. I wiſh 
to have done with all thoughts about temporal things, and 
ipend my laſt moments more profitably, I leave it to you, 
when you think Mr. R. can bear it, to tell him what I have 
ſaid. My ſoul is now truly happy. I believe I ſhall be for 


ever with the Lord! I hope, while I am ſpared, you will 


be with me as much as poſſible, My dear huſband, I know 
will; and that is all I wiſh for.“ After this, ſhe often 
ke freely, and with {weet compoſure, of her approaching 
iſſolution; expreſſing ſtrong confidence in the Lark, and 
an humble reſignation to his will. 
Another time, as I ſtood by her, ſhe ſaid, My dear, do 
you think there is any thing in heaven like beautiful gardens, 
een fields, or ſweet flowers P' I anſwered, We cannot 
dge with certainty abgut this; but we know, whatever 


will yield delight, or any way contribute to the happineſs 


either of our fouls or bodies, we ſhall ſurely enjoy. It may be 


a queſtion whether we ſhall have the ſenſe of ſmelling, taſte- 


ing, &c. but if we have, or whatever appetites or deſires we are 
capable of, we are ſure they will all be ſatisfied. She laid, 
© I have ſuch views of this kind, as I never had before. 1 
ſee ſweet flowery proſpetts before me, quite delightful ; and 

Gainétly various ſounds of dclighttul 
muſic, quite raviſhing !' I ſaid, I have often heard of 
God's dear children, who died rejoicing, having ſuch prof- 
petts, and hearing the like. But it is enough that we know 
we fhall enjoy God to all eternity, and that all our defires 


ſhall be ſatisfied in him. Yes, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, this is all, 
and d ſhall ſoon ſee him, and know, even as I am Ann 
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When Mr. Rogers aſked her, * Is your mind compoſed 
and reſigned ?? ſhe ſaid, © Yes: Iam sure all is well :;—the 
Lord knows beſt what to do. go but a little before you?” 
He ſaid, O my dear, if it were conſiſtent with the will of 


God, and the good of the dear children, how ſhould I wiſh 


to go with you !'—+* Nay, nay, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, that 
would not be right! Your work is not done :—The Lord 
will ſpare you, and make you more uleful than you have 
ever been.“ He aſked, * Can you believe that I ſhall meet 
you in glory?“ She ſaid, * Yes; I have no doubt of your 
coming there :—if I doubted of either, it would be of my- 
lelf ; but I cannot doubt. We s meet above to part no 
more!* Mr. R. having written to London for her filter ; 
he aſked, * If your ſiſter ſhould not come to ſee you, can you 
be reſigned ?? © Yes, my dear,“ ſaid ſhe, quite reſigned. 
I wiſhed her to come, that ſhe might ſee I have been ſitu- 
ated comfortably and happily ; and I thought it might be a 
comfort to you to have her here; but I am entirely ſatis ſied: 
The will of the Lord is beſt.” 5 | 

On Sat. 3, ſhe was very ill, and at night took an emetic, 
which, though very gentle, almoſt overpowered her. But 
a more patient ſufferer my eyes never beheld! no; nor one 
ſo thankful for every little aſſiſtance given her. Sunday 4, 
little emmy was brought, according to her deſire ; and an. 
affecting ſcene followed !—The apparent ſtruggles be- 
tween the fondneſs of a tender mother, when taking her 
leave of a ſick and darling infant; and the humble ſubmiſſion 
and determined reſignation of the dying ſaint to the will of 


God -O how did ſhe forcibly reſtrain the trickling tear 


and would not ſuffer her feelings to prevail over that noblz: 
fortitude with which the Lord wonderfully endued her Ip. 
rit! It proved, as ſhe had ſaid, the last time ſhe ſaw him: 
for, juſt a fortnight after, the dear little purchaſe of redeem - 
ing blood fled to Abraham's boom! I now faw her diſor- 
der making {wift advances, She begged I would ſtay with 
her all that night: I did fo, and afterwards left her as little 
as poſſible, till Jclus called her to his arms,” — Thus tar her 
friend: what follows was written by mvlelf, 


Jan. 7, I found by a converſation with her doctor, that 


all hopes of life were at an end! and, ſeeing me deeply e- 
fected, ſhe imagined the cauſe; and, with a moſt heavenly 
imile, endeavoured. to comfort me. Aſter many other 


words of a ſimilar nature, ſhe ſaid, What pleaſure ſhould 
it altord us, my dear, that we can look back on more than 
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five years that we have lived together, and can ſay, we have 
been helps, and not hindrances to each other in the ways 
of God. And what cauſe have you, as well as me, to be 
happy in the reflection, that we never had ons jarring 
s!7ing ſince we firſt knew each other: and notwithſtanding 
we have had many trials from others, yet to each other we 
have never been the leaſt cauſe of ſorrow, And if the Lord 
ſhould take me now, you will follow me; but not yet :— 
No, my dear, you have more to do and suffer; but he who 
hath hitherto ſupported, will {till be your helper. You will 
live to be more happy and more uſeful than ever ! You 
ſhall, my dear, I know you ſhall, The Lord knows you 
are upright before him, therefore you have nothing to fear : 
He will lay underneath, and round you, his everlaſting 
arms: — Go on, and let nothing diſcourage you. I believe 
the Lord will proſper all you take in oaks. and that he will 
bleſs the children alſo, and make them his children. You 
may be diicouraged to thiak how you ſhall do with them 
when I am gone; but you need not: — The Lord will raiſe 
you up friends where you do not expect, and you ſhall want 
for nothing: and what is beſt of all, I ſhall meet you in 
glory!“ I replied, That is a pleaſing thought! She an- 
{wered, ** It is.“ : | 
In the evening, ſhe deſired the children, Joseph and 
Benjamin, might be brought to her bed-ſide. She kiſſed 
them both, and prayed that the bleſſing of Jacob's God 
might ever attend them: and then added, * I believe God 
wilt bleſs you, and make you a bleſſing: I believe he will 
make you good men, and you will one day follow me to 
heaven.“ POD 
Jan. 14. Great part of the morning, my dear companion 
was hardly able to {peak ; but her mind ſeemed quite com- 
poled, and a heavenly {weernels appeared in her counte- 
nance, I prayed with her, and afterwards, being ſeated by 
the fide of her bed, ſhe burſt ſuddenly into tears. On being 
aſked the cauſe. ſhe replied, 4 O ! tis happineſs that makes 
me weep !—I am thinking of Jeſus, and how his name 
Charms all the heavenly hoſt! O! he is a precious Savi- 
our! (Here ſhe wept again with overflowing joy, and con- 
tinued :) I have many relations in heaven, who were near 
and dcar to me ;—a FATHER, a MOTHER, and $1STERS, 
and BROTHERS, and others whom I loved tenderly ; but 
they are all nothing, when I think of Jesvs! whom I ſhall 
ſoon ſee, and praile him better than I can now. Angels will 
de bleſſed companions above: but O! they are nothing! 
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I can only think of Jesvs My ſweet Saviour! 1 do love 
thee! Where is that hymn that ſpeaks of Jzsvs as the 


lubject of all the angelic fongs ?* The hymn was read, 
though with many tears; part of which is as follows ;— _ 


« Burſt ye emerald gates! and bring To my raptur'd viſion, 
All the extatic joys that ſpring Round the bright Etyhan : 
Lo ! we lift our longing eyes! Break ye intervening ſkies ; 
Son of Righteousness ariſe; Ope the gates of paradiſe. 


Floods of everlaſting light Freely flaſh before him : 

Myriads with ſupreme delight Inſtantly adore him ! 
Angel-trumps reſound his fame; Lutes of ſhining gold proclayn 
All the muhic of his name, Through eternity the ſame. 


I ſhall never forget her looks at that moment! — She was 
more like an inhabitant of heaven juſt deſcended, than any 
thing elſe! Such was her extacy of joy and praile—her 
ſparkling eyes, and out{pread arms, that it appeared as it 
body and ſoul were juſt then taking flight to her immortal 
home. Seeing her ſo amazingly ſupported, I ſaid, My dear, 
the Lord is gracious to you indeed! Though your greateſt 
temptation, during your whole life, was to doubt your 
acceptance ; I have obſerved, ſince your late converſation 
with Miſs Roe, you have been conſtantly happy; inſomuch, 
that the enemy is not even permitted to shew himſelf, She 
an{wered, “ No, my dear, I am lure 1 have done with him: 
He has no more power over me: I will have no more to 
lay to him.” I ſaid, My dear, he is a bold adverſary ; he 
ventured to attack even Chriſt himſelf, though he could 
lay, he hath nothing in me. I mention this, that you may 
not be ſurprized it he ſhould aſſault you, as he hath done 
many of God's dear children, even in their lateſt moments. 
She ſaid, „I know, my dear, you do it for my good; but I 
am quite ſure he ſhall torment me no more ! He would, but 
my dear Saviour will not let him. The Lord ſees my ex- 
treme weaknels, and he loves me too well to lay any more 
1 8 me. My precious Saviour is all I Want: — lle knows 
I love him: Ves, my JEsus is my ALL; and 1 believe he 
wilt be io; He will never, never, never leave me! And ſo it 
was ; for I do not remember ſhe had one gloomy moment 
after, though ſhe lived a month. 

One day, while ſeveral friends were ſtanding round her 
bed, ſhe broke out in praiſe to God, faying, * How man) 
mercies hath the Lord beſtowed upon me, of which I am 


unworthy !” She then turned her face to Mr. Wiitaker, 


and ſaid, O, Sir, what cauſe have I, above all creatures, 
© be thankful! eſpecially in this time of need ! How 
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indulgent is the Lord in ſending me ſuch a kind friend as dear 


_ Miſs Roe, I am far from my own relations; but I have in 


her all I want. She does indeed act the part, not only of a 
loving ſiſter, but of a tender, indulgent mother! I pra 

the Lord to reward her -I cannot; but I believe he will. 
Nay, he does reward her, and I believe he will bleſs her 
more than ever. And I thank you, fir, for all your regard 
and friendſhip to me and mine. You have been a faithful 
and ſteady friend. But you know your reward is with the 
Lord. The Lord does bleſs you, dl he will bleſs you more 
and more; I know he will. You have gone through many 
trials, and you will have more to paſs through : you know 
the way to the kingdom lies through much tribulation, But 


be not afraid: I ruſt in the Lord, and he will ſupport you. 


Yes, yes ; he will bring you through all. I believe I ſhall 
meet you in heaven!” _ | a 
The day after, being very comfortable, ſhe looked at me 
with a ſmile, and ſaid, Do, my dear, tell me ſomething 
about my Jesus. O, he is a precious Saviour! I love him 
indeed !—But I am very weak ! do you ſpeak, my dear, and 
tell me ſome of his ſayings.” I then repeated the following 

aſſages, with ſome others of a ſimilar kind: In my Father's. 
pgs are many mansons. He that overcometh will I 
make a pillar in the temple of my Cod. Blessed are they that 
do his commandments, that they may have a right to the tree 
of life. And they shall see his FACE : and God 5shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
DEATH, neither Sorrow nor crying: neither shall there be 
any more pain, for the former things are passed away. ALL 
theſe, ſaid I, my dear, are yours ! She anſwered, * Yes, I 
believe they are; Jzsvs is mine! That is a ſweet word, 
which is juſt come to my mind, Precious in the siglit of the 
Lordis the death of his satints, Theſe words were never ſo 
ſweet to me before,” At my requeſt, her funeral Sermon. 
was afterwards preached from them. 

In the evening, Mr. Simpson called to ſee her, and his 
converſation and prayer, was made a bleſſing to her; and 1 
believe ſhe was made as great a bleſſing to him, I aſked 
her, if the Lord ſhould then take her, whether ſhe chole 
that Mr. S. ſhould preach a funeral Sermon for her in the 
New Church P. Shereplied, © Yes, if it will not make me 
appear of too great conſequence :I am afraid of being 
thought more than I am. I would not have much ſaid of me, 
J feel I am a poor unworthy creature. I truly reſpett Mr, S. 
and if it might be of any ule tothe living, let it be lo, 
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Jan. 18, ſhe had a violent fit of coughing, and nature 
ſeemed in agonies. I ſaid to her, My dear, this is hard 
work! Turning her languid face to me, ſhe anſwered, with 
a heavenly ſmile, ** No, my dear, it is not hard ;— ]Jesus 
makes it Sweet : He ſuffered much more for me! I ſhould 
be ungrateful if I thought it hard, or if I had a murmuring 
thought. I am ſenſible it isthe Lord's goodneſs to me, and 
I am thankful for it. My mind is compoled, and I am ture 
all will be well.” 
Jan. 19. This was a happy day to her. While I ſtood 
by the bed- ſide, ſhe looked at me, and ſaid, The Lord 
bleſs you, my dear !—He will bleſs you. What caule have 
I to be thankful for the day I firſt knew you! I mght have 
been caſt into the way of a gay world ; but the Lord made 
you the inſtrument of preſerving me from it. I hope I ſhall 
be one diamond more m your crown, and ſhall praiſe God 
to all eternity for you Go on, my dear, and the Lord 
will be with you.“ Then, ſpeaking of Mr. IWesley, ſhe de- 
fired her ſincere love and thanks to him for all the care and 
tenderneſs of a father which he had ever ſhewn her: ſhe ear- 
neſtly prayed the Lord to reward him for it all: adding, ſhe 
believed God would bleſs him in his latter days ; and that 
he would make a triumphant end; and in a ſhort time ſhe 
ſhould meet him again in her Father's houſe, 
an. 2g, George Pearson (a pious man, and one of the 
oldeſt Methodiſts in Macclesfield) called to enquire after 
her, and by her deſire, was aſked up ftairs. She gave him 
her hand, and ſaid, Well, well, George, I am glad to ſee 
you; I love the Lord's children, and I believe you are one. 
You have known the ways of God a long time. The Lord 
hath done much for you: yes, he hath blefſed you, and he 
will bleſs you ſtill. He is a good and faithful God. I have 
ever proved him fo, and eſpecially in this time of need. He 
doth greatly bleſs and comfort me, and he will ſave me to 
the end. I believe you have had many trials, ſince you firſt | 
let out in the ways of God.—You now grow near the end 
of your journey :—Y ou will not forſake the Lord now, and 
I am ſure he will net forſake you. No, no; the Lord never 
forſakes his people. You ice he does not forſake me, un- 
worthy as I am. = i 
The next day ſhe was much compoſed, and given to flum- 
ber. She had no pain, except when her cough came on. 
She looked at me wiſhfully ſome time, and then ſaid, © Pray 
With me; and aſk the Lord, if it be his pleaſure, to take 
= me:—1 long to be gone!” I replied, My dear, I cannot 
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| 
do that; I wiſh you to ſtay longer. She anſwered, * Why, 


my dear, cannot you give me up P- Fo MusT, you MUST 
be resigned, my dear !—lIt is the Lord's doing, and you know 
you have often ſaid, whatever he does is well done!“ 

Some time after this, ſhe called the maid to her, and ſaid, 
* Phaebe, be ſure you be a good girl. Serve the Lord. 
Give him your heart, Religion is the beſt thing, Phebe : 


Nothing elſe will do. Be truly religious, and then you will 


be fit to live, or fit to die! O, it is a bleſſed thing to be 
devoted to God in our youth! Do not forget what I fay : 
I am dying ! you may live many years, and you may follow 
me ſoon : we cannot tell.—The Lord knoweth. O, think 
on theſe things, and you will ſee me again in heaven!“ 
Miſs Roe having aſſiſted her in what ſhe. wanted, ſhe 
looked at her, and faid, with a peculiar emphaſis, * God 


bleſs you, my dear, and reward you for all your kindneſs to 


me Ile will reward you; I believe he will.” Mils R. 
anſwered, * To be of the leaſt ſervice to you, is to me a ſuf- 
ficient reward. I can truly ſay, Iam bleſſed in being with 


you, I can only with to be like you, when I come into lde 


circumſtances,” She anſwered, O, my dear, you will 
make a glorious end, whenever you go !—But I hope the 
Lord will ſpare you many years, Your work is not donc 
You will do much more good be fore you follow me.” | 

* 26, being aſked how ſhe felt herſelf, ſhe replicd, 
Very comfortable. I feel che Lord is good to me,; aud 
not withſtanding all my unworthineſs, I believe he will ac- 
cept me: nay, he does accept me ;— I know that Jeſus is 
mine, and I am his! I am indebted to his merit for all !—TI 


am faved entirely through Chriſt I leave all my concerns 


with him; and am ſure he will keep what I have committee 
to his care: My deareſt huſband ; my ſweet children; me 
beloved friends; my every care I leave with Jesvs ! I fully © 
believe he will prelerve them all, and we ſhall meet above.” 

After this, as ſhe perceived her diſſolution drawing ncar, 
ſhe began to offer up fervent prayer to God to ſupport her 
in her lateſt hour, and to give her patience and reſignation; 
and arm her with the ſame mind that was in her ſuffering 
Lord :—to bleſs the dear children, and to comfort me in the 
awful moment when ſhe ſhould be called hence; faying, 
“ have often thought of this, and always feared, if the 
Lord ſhould take me from you, you would not be able to 
bear it, But I now believe he will ſupport you: V ou mus? 
look to him, I ſhall leave you; but Jess will not. No, 


nv :—You have been cloſely tried ſince you came to Mac- 
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clesfield ; but you can ſay, Hitherto hath the Lord helped. 


me. And he is the ſame to help you ſtill. Truſt in him, 
and fear not. You have loſt nothing by ſuffering in his 
cauſe ; but you have gained much::—I am lure the Lord 
hath rewarded you in your own foul, How true is that 


word, All things work together for good to them that love God. 


For leveral days, being exceeding weak, we could ſcarcely 
hear her ſpeak, only by ſhort intervals. On perceiving her 
whilper, we attended, and her words were, „O, my pre- 
cious, precious Lord, thou wilt not tarry long! I ſhall ſoon 
be with thee ! What a day will that be! I ſhall praile thee 
for ever! At another time, after a terrible fit of cough- 
ing, ſhe cried, © Well ; but I know my reward is with the 
Lord, and my God will be my help. Glory be to his dear 
name! I feel he doth help me!” She then lay filently 
breathing prayer and praiſe; and often ſaying, * Come! 
come! come Lord Jeſus !- Do come, bleſſed Saviour! 
Come! come away II long to be with thee !—T ſhall be 
with thee very ſoon !”? 

Feb. 6, after a violent ſtruggle with her cough, ſhe got. 
up ſome blood. On hearing us mention this, the aid, 
„Well; it is all right! My Deliverer is drawing nearer 
and nearer, He will not tarry long. O, my gracious Lord, 
thou wilt come and ſet me at liberty! Come, Lord Jeſus !” 
She then turned her languid face to Miſs Roe, and, with a 
imile, ſaid, My dear, I think my Lord will not be long 
in coming now. O, he is a ſweet Saviour!” Mails R. 
:eplied, 5+ I believe he will not tarry long; but you mult 
member, every moment you luſter here, is adding to the 
brightneſs of your crown in glory.” She faid, “Well, that 
is a bleſſed thought! I thank my Lord for it all, O, what 
lweetnels, what happineſs I feel! Iam glad it is juſt as it is: 
All is right.“ | 

Feb. 8, converſing with her as ſhe could bear it; I was 
laying, how many profitable moments we had ſpent toge- 
ther :—She replied, © Well, my love, they will be renewed 


again.“ Seeing me affected, and in tears, ſhe ſaid, What 


15 the matter? My dear, do not grieve :—A MOMENT Can- 
not always laſt !—You and I are ture to meet again on 
mount Sion. Be of good comfort.“ 


Ihe day before her death, namely, Feb. 14, ſhe was 


more cheerful and converlable than a fortnight before, 
Having long expected her diſſolution every hour, we did 
not inform her of the death of her child; for we teared the 


ſurprize might interrupt her, and perhaps do her harm. 
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But ſhe now enquired fo particularly about him, that we 
were conſtrained to tell her the whole. Lifting up her eyes 
to heaven, with a {ſweetneſs inexpreſſible, ſhe cried, © My 
dear emmy (my precious my darling !—Has my ſweet 
babe rndeed got to heaven before me? Well, though he has 
a little the ſtart of me, it is not much. I am going quickly. 
Yes, I ſhall ſoon ſee him again. O, how good is the Lord ty 

A little before three o'clock next morning, ſhe had a ſe- 
vere fit of coughing, and tried to get up the phlegm, but in 
vain, I faid, You have had a hard ſtruggle, my dear; but 
this allo is permitted by him who loves you tenderly. Yes, 
you are dear to God; and he has ſome wile end to anſwer 
in thus lengthening out your affliction. But your Lord is 
now, in effect, ſaying, IT 1s Exovucn ! Faith and patience 
are now performing their last work !/—A few minutes more, 
and you ſhall be perfect and entire, lacking nothing !—Y ou, 
my deareſt creature, are is moment ſuftering all you ever 
ſhall ſuffer to all eternity, You ſhall never, never, never 
ſufter again. JEsUs faith, Behold, I come quickly: Thou 
galt Sorrow no more, neither shalt thou feel any more pain, 
She replied, - Thele are precious words; and I believe they 
are all true, and that I ſhall prove them ſo. Yes, I ſhall ! 


I ſhall ! I ſhall! The Lord bleſs you!“ After this, ſhe lay * 
compoled for about a quarter of an hour, ſilently breathing 


prayer and praiſe to God, Then the cough came on again, 
and a molt ſevere ſtruggle enſued, which threw her into the 
agonies of death. She was convulled all over in an inſtant. 
A more moving ſcene never preſented itſelf It was na- 
ture's laſt effort ! | | | 
For » time, while the agony was at its height, we thought 
ſhe was delirious, and were thankful to think her inſenſible 
of her pain. Juſt as it ſeized her, ſhe cried, *© Pray ! pfay ! 
pray! O pray for me!“ We did lo, and felt God was pre- 
ient, The agony abated a little, and her reaſon returned in 
a moment. She inſtantly cried out, with uncommon vehe- 


mence, claiping her hands, © My God! my God! my 


Saviour! my King!” and repeated this many times. I 
laid, Yes, my deareſt love, your Saviour is coming to you. 
He is here! Jesvs is now ſtanding by, and his holy angels 


with him. They are all waiting for you !—See! their wings 3 
are ſpread out to bear you away! She cried, with a loud 
voice, I know it ! I know it well ] repeating the ſame 


words, at least, ten times over. She was then ſilent alittle ; 
and when my full heart would permit me, I repeated theſe 


 lines,— 
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© Hark! they whiſper ! angels ſay, 

Siſter ſpirit come away!“ 

and told her, theſe her favourite verſes were now com- 
pletely fulfilled ;—that ſhe was now in effect laying, 


6 Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſh into life.” 


I meant to have gone on to the end ; but juſt as I repeated, 
© Heaven opens on my eyes!“ 


ſhe ſtopt me ſhort, by crying out ſo loud as to be heard 
down ſtairs, and through every room in the houſe, * See! 
ſee! ſee! what a fine man Il See! ſee! ſee! fee! what a 
ine man!“ Never was there a more ſolemn ſcene!—TIt 
was indeed affecting to the higheſt degree! In that dread 
moment, an awe fell upon us all, as if the Loxp JESus 
CnR1sT was viſibly preſent. From the uncommon vehe- 
mence and unſhaken confidence with which ſhe had juſt 
before uſed the prayer of her dying Lord, My God ! my 
God ! we had not a doubt, but as ſhe was then, in ſome 


meaſure, drinking of the fame cup which Chriſt drank in 


the garden, (for ſhe was bathed all over in a cold {weat,) ſo, 
in like manner, was an angel ſent, or Jesvs himſelf ap- 
peared to ſtrengthen her in her laſt agony. She continued 
with her eyes fixed, repeating the ſame words, “ See! ſee ! 
ſee! what a fine man!“ for, at leaſt, fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes without interruption, till her ſtrength was quite ex- 
hauſted : then, with a lower voice, ſhe cried, ** Come! 
come! come Saviour! Saviour! come! come! come!“ 
and gently leaning back, ſhe ſweetly ſunk into his arms, at 
half paſt five o'clock on Sunday morning, Feb. 15: Hav- 
ing juſt ſeen her birth-day, and ended her twenty-ninth year 
in a world of ſorrow, ſhe began with her Lord in paradiſe, 


the Sabbath which ſhall have no end. My youngelt lon, a 


lovely child, (as mentioned above) died a few days before, 
aged eight months; and they were both laid in one grave. 
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I was now left with my two little boys, one four, the 


other only two years old. But the Lord was merciful both 
to them and me, who, in the courle of his providence, raiſed 
us upa kind friend in Mils Roe, (only daughter of the late 
Rev, James Roe, of Macclesfield,) an intimate acquaintance 


and twin ſoul of their dear mother; and whole love to each 


other (as the preceeding pages ſhew / exceeded the love of 
liſters, 8 Os 7 ; 
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As I clearly perceived the Lord had prepared in her ano- 
ther help-mate for me, and one every way calculated to aſſiſt 
me both in my ſoul and labours, I therefore entered into 
the marriage ſtate a ſecond time, Aug. 19, 1784; and I be- 
lievel ſhall praiſe God to all eternity for giving me another 
companion, who poſſeſſed every GS a+” 75M I could 


wiſh for in woman. She was a true yoke-fellow indeed ; 
and it pleaſed the Lord to make her uncommonly uleful. 
She was in ſome meaſure prepared for this, not only by a 
liberal education, but allo by an early converſion to God, 
She was deeply awakened, and brought to the knowledge 
of Chriſt, at the age of ſeventeen ; and a ſhort time after, 
felt the need of a farther work of grace. For this ſhe car- 
neſtly intreated the Lord, who ſoon came to her help, 
„He ſpoke the ſecond time be clean, 
| And took away her inbred fin.” | 

From that time to the day of her death, although variouſly 
tempted and tried, in common with others, ſhe held faſt her 
confidence in God: nor did I ever lee the leaſt thing in any 
part of her conduct, inconſiſtent with her profeſſion. The 
evennels of her temper, and the cheerfulnels of her diſpoſi- 
tion, as well as her faith and prayers, have greatly contri- 
buted to my comfort, when clulcly exerciſed and tried from 
different quarters. She way certainly the ſpecial gift of God 
to me: And I have not the ſhadow of a doubt, but, after 
a few mare conflicts here, I ſhall follow them who are gone 
before! Therc—there we ſhall moſt aſſuredly meet again, 


and together ſpend a glorious eternity, in recounting the 


wonders of PROVIDENCE and of ACE! | 
Immediately aſter our marriage, we haſtened to my ap- 
pointment in Dublin, where we lafely arrived, in a Liver- 
ool packet, after an agrecable paſſage of thirty hours. I 
bad not been many days in that city, before 1 law ſome fruit 


of my labour, and was fully convinced my going there was 


of God. A few years ago, there had been a great ſifting 
time in that ſociety ; but the troublers of Iſrael were now 
removed, and we found the people fully prepared to receive 


the cOSPEL OF PEACE. Within the ſpace of fix weeks, 


ſeveral found mercy, and returned public thanks to Al- 
mighty God for a ſenſe of his pardoning love; and many 
more were deeply awakened. We received this as a token 
for good, and the hopes of all were encouraged to expect a 


more glorious out- pouring of the Spirit. For thus, a general 
irit of ſupplication was given, and the Lord an{wered for 


himſelf in a wonderful manner, 
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ved notes of admiſſion on that occaſion, were deeply awa- 


-prelent, was, How awful is this jd ct !—Surcly it is the 
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Oct. 10, at our quarterly love-feaſt, ſoon after the people 
began to ſpeak their experience, a poor woman, under deep 
conviction, cricd aloud for all preſent to pray for her. We 
inſtantly fell upon our knees, and intreated the Lord on her 
behalf. In that moment the power of God deſcended in 
ſuch a manner, that I believe not one unaffected ſoul re- 
mained under the roof, We continued wreitling in prayer 
for near half an hour, and afterwards found, not leſs than 
lever; fouls were clearly juſtified ; and many who had recei- 


kened, and immediately joined the ſociety. The next even- 
ing, another was juſtified under the word, and two more 
under the laſt prayer, when alſo a poor backſlider felt the 
Lord had healed him. Within the next week following, 
five others were brought into golpel liberty; and in the 
month enſuing, thirteen more. At a love-feaſt held in our 
Gravel-walk Chapel, Nov. 18, eight perſons received a 
jenſe of pardon, two backſliders were reſtored, and a ſtran- 
ger who had got admittance for that time, wastruly awakened, 
About a fortnight after this we had our band love-feait, 
when two more were juſtified, and three at the ſame time 
profeſſed to be renewed in love. In the beginning of De- 
cember, one was juſtified at St. Patrick's Church, when 
receiving the ſacrament. And one who had been educated 
a Re man Catholic, but was awakened about ſix weeks be- 
fore, received a ſenſe of pardon under the word, at our 
Preaching-houſe; as did two more, who were convinced of 
ſin at one of the above love-feaſts. | | 

On Chriſtmas-day, our chapel at White-Friars was well 
filled at four o'clock in the morning, We continued in 
preaching, exhortation, and prayer, till eight. It was a 
memorable ſcaſon, and the power of God was mauifeſt in 
the whole congregation, which conſiſted of about fifteen 
hundred people. I cannot afcertain the number of ſouls 
that were converted to God, but ſeveral ſound a clear ſenſe 
of his pardoning love fhed abroad in their hearts; and many 
others were awakened, who had remained, until that time, 
entire ſtrangers both to God and his people. 

The firſt Sunday in the new year, ll the foce'y, with 
ſeveral other friends, aſſembled together to ie ew their co- 
venant with God. It was a moſt {(cl-mn fealon, I ſeldom 
remember to have felt more of the divine preſence at any 
time, The language of my heart, and I believe, of moſt 
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house of God, this is the gate of heaven ! So it was found, 
for three penitents and two backſliders,. were, at that bleſ- 
{ed ordinance, reconciled to God by faith in the blood of 
Chriſt, And on the Thurſday and Friday evenings follow- 
ing, while the form of the covenant was farther explained, 
four more received forgiveneſs of fins ; and two others, un- 
der preaching the enſuing Sabbath. From that time to the 


25th of March, thirty-ſix more received a ſenſe of pardon- 
ing mercy, | | | 

On Good-Friday, two more were juſtified under the word, 
and one at the communion in St. Patrick's, On FEaſter- 
day, many could witneſs, Christ is risen indeed. Two re- 
ceived a ſenſe of pardon in the morning, and in the evening 
four more felt the power of him who brutsed the head of the 
serpent, while attending to a ſermon from Gen. iii. 15. 
And beſide theſe, three others were bleſſed with a degree of 
inward liberty they had not known before. We had reaſon 
to hope our honoured Father, Mr. Wesley, would have 
{pent his Eaſter with us, but being detained in England 
longer than he expected, he did not arrive in Dublin till 
near a fortnight after, in which time, three more were par- 
doned, two backſliders reſtored, and two others experienced, 
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all in. Mr, Wesley 
{ſpent near three weeks in the city; during which time eight 
perſons were juſtified under his preaching. And before he 
returned from viſiting the country ſocieties, fifteen ſouls 
found peace with God, In the time of Conference, two 
others received a ſenſe of pardon, and three more were ena- 
bled to believe to full ſalvation. The number of fouls 
brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God, in 
the courſe of the year paſt, was a hundred and thirty; and 
there was an increaſe in the ſociety of two hundred members, 
aſter excluding all thoſe who were judged improper to remain. 

When I ſound my fellow-labourer was to be removed, 1 
made it matter of prayer, that God would fend me another 


_ ſuitable in every reſpect. The Lord fulfilled my deſire, and 


gave me Christopher Peacock ; a man every way adapted to 
the work; who was allo my own ſon in the goſpel, and 
for whom I had a.tender aftefttion, He was very zcalous 
and laborious ; full of faith and the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
miniſtry was attended with abundant ſucceſs. But it plea- 
{ed him who ſeeth not as man ſeeth, and whose judgments are 


aà great deep, early to deprive us of this valuable man of God. 


A putrid fever was commiſſioned to ſnatch him away 
(perhaps from ſome evil to come) in the midſt of his uſeful- 
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neſs, and in the full vigour of youth. He finiſhed his 
courſe Feb. 15, 1786, in the thirty-fourth year of his age. 
I drew up a ſhort account of his character and death, which 
is publiſhed in the Arminian Magazine, vol. IX. p. 540. 
to which account I refer the reader, for farther particulars 
concerning this excellent man. 

The afflction and death of one I loved ſo much, with 
what I felt for the people in loſing ſuch a helper, fo great! 
affefted my health, that for ſome weeks I thought . 
have ſunk. My burden was certainly very great: for, be- 
ſide the labours of the city, which were quite ſufficient for 

any two Preachers, I had the care of all the books, with the 
different accounts to keep in Engliſh and Iriſh ; no Book 
ſteward being then appointed, as at preſent. Beſide, at that 
time, the Dublin All Rant had various things from the dif- 

ferent circuits to occupy his attention, being a kind of ge- 
neral ſuperintendent; as Diſtrict- meetings were then un- 
known. Application was made to Mr. Wesley to fill up the 
vacancy, but in vain, as all the Preachers were engaged. 
This was to me an awful period ! and I greatly feared the 

_ glorious revival which we were now in the very midſt of, 
would, at leaſt, be impeded, But the death of a Preacher 
ſo much beloved, had a good effect upon the people. We 
cried to the Lord, and he was better to us than all our fears: 

for, great as my fatigue was, my health grew better; ſo did | 
the Lord verfelt his ſtrength in human weakneſs. I was i 
led to conſider this was the Lord's work, and that he could | 
carry it on with, or without means, or by what inſtruments 0 
he choſe. The congregations continued very large, and the ; 
prayer-meetings and claſſes exceeding lively; and ſcarce a a 
week paſſed that ſome were not awakened and joined to the 
fociety ; and frequently under the word, three, four, or 
five, were enabled to praiſe God for his converting grace. 

And, although they were amazingly happy in the love of 
Chriſt, yet there was ſcarcely any appearance of what is 
commonly called N And what is yet better, the 
work. was not only gradual, but deep, in moſt of them who 
were the ſubjects of it. The number of perſons whom we 
had reaſon to believe were ſavingly brought to the know- 
ledge of God among us, in the courle of the ſecond year, 
was one hundred and ſeventy- eight ſouls, which is forty-eight * 
more than in the former year: and the ſociety amounted to- 
more than nine hundred members, | Ws 
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dious to make our lives comfortable. During the preceding 
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Having had ſo conſiderable an increaſe for ſo long a time 
together, it was natural to expect (as is common) the tide 
would now begin to ebb. But he who is able to do above 
all we can aſk or think, {till continued to awaken ſinners 
in great numbers. Zion's cords were lengthened, and her 
converts flowed in from every quarter, Several concurring 
circumſtances induced Mr. Wesley to comply with the una- 
nimous requeſt of the ſociety in leaving me amongſt them a 
third year. And I was favoured with a fellow-labourer of 
piety, integrity, and good abilities : nor did the Lord give 
us leſs fruit than before. When we came to deliver up our 


charge at the yearly conference; after thoroughly weeding 


the claſſes, and lopping off one hundred and twenty-ſix 
members; ſome for immorality, and others for omitting to 
meet their claſs ; yet the ſociety had increaſed to eleven 
hundred and thirty-fix ; which made in all, an addition of 
above ſix hundred members in three years. And from the 


| beſt accounts we could keep, there was every reaſon to be- 


lieve, four hundred and fifty-cight of thoſe were ſavingly 
converted to God. | | 

In the year 1787, I was ſtationed at Cork. But before 
I could enter upon my new appointment, ſome temporal 
matters rendercd it neceſlary that me and my wife ſhould 


firſt go to Macclesfield. The journey appeared more plea- 
- ing, as we were honoured with the company of Mr. IWesley, 
Dr. Coke, and others of our Preachers and their wives, acrols 


the channel. But although the paſſage in general was 
agreeable, it was attended with unſuſpefted danger. When 
we had gone about half. way from Dublin to Park-Gate, the 
packet (borne down by a rapid tide from the Welſh coaſt) 
ſuddenly ſtruck upon a rock, where we lay beating vehe- 
mently for about an hour. The captain ordered all the 
women and children upon deck, to try if we could ſave their 


lives by getting them upon the rock, expecting the ſhip 
every moment to go to pieces. But through the kind pro- 
. vidence of God, and after fervent prayer to him for delive- 
rance, it pleaſed the Lord to interpoſe in our behalf, ſo that 


we got clear again, though not without {ome damage to the 
veſſel. However, the pumps proved ſufficient to keep it 


up till we reached the port. 


Having ſettled our affairs, we haſtened back to Dublin, 
and from thence to Cork, where, after a journey of near 
ſeven hundred miles to and fro, by ſea and land, we were 
kindly received by an aſſectionate people, who were ſtu- 
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year, ſome unhappy jarrings had greatly injured the work 
of God, ſo that in viſiting the claſſes about three weeks after 
I arrived I found the ſociety reduced from five hundred to 
three hundred and ninety-feven members, My fellow-la- 
bourer was a pious man, and a good preacher z and we had 
the happineſs to ſee peace and proſperity return, We added 
a A . to the ſociety before new-year's-day ; and had 
reaſon to believe upwards of ſixty of thele were converted 
to God. But the progreſs of the word did not-ſtop here ; 
the Lord continued to proſper his work to the ſalvation of 
many ſouls in that city : and it is probable more good would 
have been done, but for a few troubleſome ſpirits, who, 
under a pretence of ſtanding up for the church, hurt the 
minds of many. The Lord greatly bleſfed his word allo 
among the ſoldiers. Eight ſergeants and about forty privates 
met conſtantly in claſs; and ſome of them became eminent 
for piety. Notwithſtanding every difficulty caſt in the 
way, the ſociety increaſed to ſix hundred and ſixty; many 
of whom were much alive to God, and ornaments to their 
profeſſion at the time we left them. 
In the year 1790, I was appointed for London; where 
I found a numerous, pious, loving people; who had lon 
been accuſtomed to every branch of the Methodiſt diſcip- 
line, and who paid attention to our rules for conscience sake. 
I found an extenſive field of action in that great metropolis 
and its environs, and plenty of work for twice the number 
of itinerant preachers then appointed, We had near forty 
local preachers to plan ; above thirty chapels and preachin 
places in town and country to ſupply ; and about three 
thouſand people in the different ſocieties to viſit. I made a 
point of lecing all thele, at least, once every quarter, to de- 
liver tickets and regulate their claſſes, whether the ſocieties 
were large or ſmall, in town or country.—W hen my going 
to London was firſt propoſed, I felt exceedingly for the 
importance of ſuch a charge, and ſhould have objected to 
the appointment, but I was afraid of running counter to the 
order of God, Mr. Duncan Wright and Mr. John Broad- 
bent were appointed my fellow. labourers the firſt year. The 
former died, and the latter being moſtly ſick, I had little 
aſſiſtance from either. During my ſecond year, I was 
much better off in that reſpect. But the Conference being 
fully convinced of the utility of the ineaſure, ix Preachers 
have ever ſince been appointed; which makes it now much 
more ealy and agreeable, 3 
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I bleſs God, while he gives me ſtrength to go through it, 


labour to me is delight, For near ſeven months, I felt un- 
common ſatisfaction both in my labours and family connec- 
tions. But it is impoſſible to deſeribe what I felt on the re- 
moval of our venerable Father, Mr. Wesley. Yet, I eſteem 
it one of the greateſt honours ever done me, that I was pro- 
videntially called to accompany him in his laſt journey, and 
be with him in his lateſt moments. Upon an event ſo every 
way intereſting as the death of this EAT GOOD MAN, it 
will hardly be deemed a digreſſion to ſay a little here upon f 
that ſubject. And I think it the more proper ſo to do, as | 
being a witneſs to the whole of that moſt affecting ſcene, | 


Saturday, OR. 2, 1790, Mr. Wesley returning to London \ 
after his uſual ſummer tour, my late dear wife and I, with "I 
fix more of our friends, filled two coaches, and ſet out to 

meet him. He arrived at Cobham, about twenty miles from 

London, a little after us, in good health and ſpirits. We 

all dined there together, and about fix in the evening reached 

home, where we praiſed the Lord with joyful hearts. 

Sunday 3, he preached in the New Chapel to a crouded 

audience, with much power, from Mat. xxii. 37. Thou 7 

5halt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. Many ſoulss 

were greatly comforted. Indeed, his preaching during the 
whole winter was attended with uncommon union ; and 
he frequently ſpoke, both in his ſermons and exhortations, 
as if each time were to be his laſt ; and often deſired the 
ge to receive what he advanced as his dying charge. 
is converſation alſo, to us in his on family, ſeemed to 
indicate a preſentiment of his death. He frequently ſpoke 
1 of the ſtate of ſeparate ſpirits, and appeared deſirous to know 
their particular employments. I believe, for the three laſt 
| months of his life, there were ſcarce three evenings paſſed. 
| 
| 


Mags — 


— 4 ” > _ 
— 
——— —UUmUD —— % ũ „„ — — — — — ——— D— —— 


— 
— _ — 


together, but he gave out and ſung in the family the follow- 
ing hymn. | | 
„ Shrinking from the cold hand of death 
| I too ſhall gather up my feet ; 
Shall ſoon reſign this fleeting breath, 
And die my father's God to meet! 
1 ä Number'd among wy people, I 
4 Expect with joy thy face to ſee; 
Becauſe thou didſt for ſinners die, 
Jelus, in death remember me! 


O that without a lingering groan, 

I may the welcome —— receive! 
My body with my charge lay down, 
And cealc at once to Work and live! 
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As Mr. Wesley generally left London in the beginning of 
March ; and as for many years he had. with the help of the 
Aſſiſtant Preacher, delivered to the ſociety their quarterly 
tickets before his departure; the viſitation, of courle, began 
early in February. I perceived his ſtrength ſwiftly declin- 
ing, and propoſed to go through the claſſes alone, but he 
would not relinquiſh one hair's breadth of his uſual labour, 
We continued, therefore, for near three weeks together, 
from early in the morning till late at night, until he had 
ſpoken to upwards of two thouſand people; which he did 
in a manner well becoming his laſt advice to each. Towards 
the cloſe of this buſineſs, nature ſeemed quite exhauſted, as 
will next appear. | 
Feb. 17, he preached at Lambeth, from, Labour not for 
the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life. After preaching, upwards of fifty 
Ree met to renew their tickets ; but when we got about 
alf through, he was obliged to ſubmit, and leave me to 
finiſh, Moſt of the day lowing he read and wrote as 
uſual ; and in the evening I accompanied him to Chelſea, 
where he preached from, The king's business requires haste: 
but he was obliged to ſtop three or four times before he had 
finiſhed, After (ſermon, he retired into the veſtry, till I 
delivered tickets to near forty people, When I went to 
him, he was hardly able to get into fs chaiſe ; and on our 
way home he was very poorly indeed. He continued fo 
until Sunday evening, when he revived conſiderably, and 
at his requeſt, two of his own diſcouries on our Lord's ſer- 
men on the mount, were read to him ; and in the evening 
he came down ſtairs, and ſupped with us in the parlour, 
Monday he rode out to lee a friend; and on the Tuelday 
evening, preached us an excellent ſermon at the City-Road, 
from, He through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteous- 
ness by faith. N | 
Wed. 29, he went to Leatherhead, (a village about 
twenty miles from London, ) at the particular requeſt of a 
gentleman there, who had lately buried his wife, and who, 
till then, was an entire ſtranger to Mr. Ies/ey. Mr. Brad- 
ford being engaged, I accompanied him thither, little ſul- 
petting it to be his laſt journey, but ſo it-proved, In leſs 
than two hours after our arrival, our kind hoſt, who was a 
magiſtrate, and well beloved in the neighbourhood, ſent his 
lervants to invite the inhabitants to hear preaching at his 
houſe. A conſiderable number ſoon aſſembled, and were 
ordered np ſtairs into a ſpacious dining-room, ſet round with 
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fine mahogany chairs, and covered with a beautiful carpet. 
The plain country people, who had come plodding through 
the mire, ſeemed rather out of their element: however, they 
all appeared to hear with deep attention, while Mr. Weslcy 
gave thema moſt ſolemn warning, from La. lv. 6, 7. Seek 
.ye the Lord while he may be found, &c. which was the laſt 
ſermon this eminent Meſſenger of Je nova ever delivered. 
And it was a little extraordinary, that of his almoſt innu- 
merable acquaintance, there ſhould be none to hear it, ex- 
cept — and Richard Summers, who drove his chaiſc, 
all the reſt being entire ſtrangers. In the afternoon we 
drank tea with a clergyman, at whoſe houſe we allo ſlept : 
and the night following we ſtopped at Mr. Wolf's, at Ba- 
laam, on our return home. At both theſe places Mr. IWeslcy 

| ; reſted comfortably, and roſe each morning at four o'clock, 
11 it being his uſual hour of riſing for more than ſixty years. 
On the Friday morning, after retiring half an hour, he de- 
ſired me to read to him part of the account juſt then pub- 
| liſhed, on the ſufferings of the poor negroes in the Weſt- 
| Indies; and before breakfaſt, to write 1 to a friend in 
Cork, which was the laſt he ever dictated; and it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty he ſigned his name; nor did this emi- 
nent writer ever after that uſe the pen. . 


During the two preceeding days, I flattered myſelf Mr. 
' 
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Mesley was recovering entirely from his late indiſpoſition: 
but, alas! I now found my miſtake.—A ſudden ho for 
the worle appeared; which made me very anxious to get 
him home; where we arrived at eleven o'clock Friday 
forenoon, It was with difficulty he walked up ſtairs, 
Being ſeated in his room, he deſired to be left alone for half 
an hour : which being expired, we took him ſome mulled 
wine; of which he drank a little, but in a few minutes threw 
it up, and deſired to lie down. Having diſpatched a meſ- 
lenger for the Phyſician, he now came, to whom Mr. 
Wesley ſaid, with a ſmile, Doctor, they are more afraid 

than hurt!” But, to our ſorrow, the iſſue proved our 


fears were too well grounded. He lay in bed moſt of this W | 
and the next day, with a quick pulſe and burning fever, A 
excecding heavy, and much inclined to ſleep. On Sunday f 
morning he aroſe ; and with a little help dreſſed himſelf. 
While litting in his chair, he looked cheerful, and repeated 
part of that verſe in the ſcripture hymns: Forsake me not 
when my strength fauleth. 

„Till glad I lay this body down, 

Iny lervant, Lord, atteud ; 
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And O! my life of mercies crown 
| With a triumphant end!“ 

Soon after this, his ſtrength ſeemed exhauſted, and he was 
obliged to lie down. After compoſing a little, he ſaid to his 
niece, Mils IWesley, “ Sally, have you zeal for God now p“ 
On her replying, * I wiſh to love him better, that I may 
have more ;”” he ſaid, Do you continue to riſe curly?“ 
After this his fever was very high; but it abated in the even- 
ing, and he got up. Sitting a while in deep meditation, he 
faid, © How neceſlary it is for every one to be on the right 
foundation ;—1I THE CHIEF OF SINNERS AM, BUT JESUS 
DIED FOR ME, We muſt be juſtiſied by faith, and then go 
on to entire ſanctiſication.“ 

Mon. 28, we were greatly alarmed at his increaſing weak- 
neſs, and would gladly have called in other phyſicians, but 
he absolutely refuled. IIe could ſpeak but little all the day; 
yet, that little ſhewed his whole foul was taken up with the 
things pertaining to that kingdom to which he was haſten- 
ing. nce, in a low but diſtinct manner, he ſaid, There 
no way into the holieſt but by the blood of Jeſus.” He 
tried to ſay more, but could not. He was very reſtleſs all 


night, but would not complain; and in the morning began 


and lung, | : 
© All glory to Cod inthe ſky,” &c. 


At the end of the ſecond verſe, his ſtrength failed. After 
laying ſtill awhule, he called for a pen and ink, which were 
inſtantly brought: We laid paper alſo before him, and put 
the pen into his hand, but he ſaid, I cannot write.“ Being 
aſked what he would wiſh to fay, © Nothing,” ſaid he, 
© but that GOD 1s WITH us,” In the evening, he deſired 
to get up. While his clothes were getting ready, he broke 
out in a manner which, conſidering his extreme weaknels, 


aſtoniſhed us all, ſaying, _ 
«© I'll praiſe my Maker while I've breath,“ &c, 


At another time, he ſeemed wiſhful to ſpeak, but could only 


lay, “Nature is—Nature is—” one added, © nearly ex- 
hauſted : but you, dear Sir, are entering into a new nature, 
and into the ſociety of bleſſed ſpirits.” He an{wered, © Cer- 
tainly.“ Then claſping his hands together, he laid, ** Jeſus—“ 
with other words which we could not diſtinctly hear; but 
his lips continued moving a conſiderable time, as if in fer- 
vent prayer. When he was ſet in his chair, he appeared 
to change for death: yet, he uttered with a weak voice, 


Lord, thou giveſt ſtrength to thoſe that can ſpeak, and 
to thole that cannot: ſpeak, Lord, to all aur hearts, and 


n 
you : * 
as 


b 
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let them know that thou looſeſt tongues,” He then ſung, 
© To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” &c. | 
His voice then failed; and after gaſping for breath, he ſaid» 


% Now we have done ;—let us go.” We then laid him on - - 


the bed, from which he roſe no more. Having taken a ſhort 
{leep, he deſired all the family to be called together to RA 
and PRAISE, When we role from our knees, he took us 
each by the hand, drew us near, and kiſſed us; ſaying to 
each, © Farewell, farewell.” After this, he ſeemed as if 
ſinking into the arms of death. He ſtrove to ſpeak ſeveral 
times, but thoſe lips which had long been the means of 
feeding thouſands, were no longer able to convey their ac- 
cuſtomed ſounds ! Nevertheleſs, contrary to all our expec- 
tation, and when we even thought him expiring, he cried 
out, ſo loud as to be heard by all in the room, © Tux BES＋ 
OF ALL Is, Go 1s w1TH us.” And then, lifting up his 
dying arm, and waving round his hand in token of victory, 
he again raiſed his voice with a holy triumph, not to be ex- 
preſſed, repeating the ſame heart-reviving words, Tux 
BEST OF ALL 1s, GOD 1s WITH vs,” Then laying com- 

oſed awhile, we heard him ſay with a gentle voice, ** The 
clouds drop fatness :—The Lord 1s with us ; the God of 

ACOB is our refuge.“ Seeing ſeveral perſons ſtanding b 
his bed-ſide, he aſked, * Who are thele ?” I nfoced, | 
Sir, all theſe are your friends : they are come to rejoice with 
you :—You are going to receive your crown ! He replied, 
&« [tis the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.“ 

It now grew late in the evening, ſo that all the company 
withdrew, except mylelf and two more, who continued with 
him till the morning. His exertions the preceeding day 
quite exhauſted his ſtrength, ſo that he could ſay nothing 
through the whole night, except, © I'll praiſe, 1'll praiſe, 
I'll praile—” which words he repeated, at leaſt, ſome ſcores 
of times. About ſeven o'clock in the morning of March 2, 
(the day on which he died) he ſeemed very wiſhful to lay 
ſomething about the love of God, and of his willingneſs to 
ſave all mankind, &c. But his ſpeech faltered ſo, that we 
could not underſtand one half of what he appeared anxious 
to convey. He ſaid, Where is my ſermon on THE Love 
or Gov ?—Take it and ſpreadit abroad :—Give it to every 
one.“ (In conſequence of which, we had ten thouſand of 
them printed to give away.) His faithful friend, Mr, Brad- 
ford, then prayed with him; and, on riſing from our knees, 
he ſaid, “ F arewell!“ which was the laſt word he was heard 
_ to articulate, As we perceived the cloſing ſcene drew very 
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near, about half paſt nine o'clock, Mr. Bradford, Mr. 
Whitfield, Mr. Broadbent, Mr. Brackenbury, Mr. Horton, 
Dottor Whithead, Miſs Wesley, Miſs Ritchie, my wife, 
myself, and my little James, all kneeled upon our knees 
around the bed of this man of God ; while his breath, gently 
decreaſing, ceaſed, So did he, without a lingering groan, 
gather up his feet in the presence of his children. What we 
felt at that moment is inexpreſſible— The weight of glory 
which ſeemed to reſt on the dying countenance of our beloved 
Paſtor, Father, and Friend, as he entered the joy of his 
Lord, filled our hearts with holy dread, mixed with ineffable 
ſweetneſs Cod was Surely im that place! Juſt as Mr. 
Wesley breathed his laſt, Mr. Bradford was ſaying, * Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates! and be ye lifted up ye everlaſting 
doors, and let this HEIR or GLORYIN I'“ while I could 
not forbear repeating aloud thoſe lines :— 

| « Waiting to receive thy ſpirit, 

Lo! the Saviour ſtands above 
Shews the purchaſle of his merit, 
Reaches out the ROW N Or Lovs.” 

This awful event had a good effect on our ſociety in Lon- 
don. Our chapels were much crouded, the claſſes and 
bands were exceeding lively, and the Lord added daily to 
his church; ſo that when I came to viſit the claſſes in May, 
I found upwards of an hundred new members, and nearly 
an equal number cf fouls who had, within three months, 
taſted of the pardoning or the pure love of God. 

I finiſhed the laſt claſs juſt in time to fee my reſpected 
fellow-labourer, Mr. Duncan Wright, breathe his laſt.—. 
Mr. Broadvent {till being ſick, I was now left without a 
helper, except my worthy friend Mr, Bradford, who did 
every thing 1 could with or expect from a man devoted 
to the work of God. And, notwithſtanding the critical 
ſituation in which things then ſtood, from the time of our 
venerable Father's death to the enſuing Conference, we went 
on well in every ſenſe. I don't know I ever had more 
liberty in recommending the s1xNNER's FRIEND, and FULL 
REDEMPTION IN AIs BLOOD, than during that time, And 
although my various labours were oppreſſive to the body, 
yet all was rendered delightful by the heart-felt preſence of 
an approving God, and the truly chriſtian afſection and 
friend{hip of ſome thouſands of the beſt people in the world, 

But the following year exhibited a very different ſcene. 
It was natural to expett that Methodiſm would be thrown 
into a ſtate of conliderable agitation, whenever it ſhould 
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pes God to call hence its ancient Founder, It was my 
ot to be where that agitation began : and, although I-la- 

boured for rEacs as if my own life had depended upon it, 
my proceedings have been repreſented through the nation, 
by thoſe I was bound in honour and conscience to oppoſe, 
in a very different light : charging the London lawſuit, and 
I don't know what, to my account !—The brevity of this 
little work forbids the inſertion of ſeveral manuſcripts which 
are calculated to prove at large, that I have been exceed- 


ingly ill used in that vexatious piece of buſineſs, I believe 


few have ſuffered more through down-r:ght misrepre sentation 
than I have : and perhaps in the eſteem of ſome who will 
never know me, tl we meet at the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt! 
Were I ina private line of life, neither malicious tongues, 
nor pens drpt in gall, would give me the leaſt uncaſinels : 
but as I ſtand related to the public, thoſe words of the apoſtle 
come with double weight: Be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that n you à reason of the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear, Waving, therefore, a thouſand little 
circumſtances and altercations relative to Dr. I, and ſeveral 
other things which came in, as it were, by the by ; and 
without reflefting upon any man's character, as I believe ſe- 
veral worthy perſons on both ſides, were inadvertently in- 
volved in that unhappy conteſt ; I will, at the requeſt of 
my friends, give a concile, but faithful narrative of the lead- 


ing fects from the beginning of this affair. And then, let 


every man who has heard of thole s:range things which hap- 
pened in London, form what judgment he pleaſes on the 
part I took. | | 

A few perſons of conſiderable opulence, both in London 
and Briitol, and perhaps in ſome other places, whoghad the 
honour of Mr. IVesley's friendſhip during his life-time, en- 
tertained a notion, that after his death, they ſhould be able 


lo to new-model our ſyſtem, as to form a committee of private 


gentlemen, {milarto that at the head of the late Mr, White- 

eld's connection: that this committee ſhould be the dernier 
reſort of both preachers and people ; and that the ſtations 
of the preachers, and every thing elſe, ſhould be under their 
control, the ſame as under Mr. IWesley's. The truſt-deeds 
of the only two chapels we then- had in Briſtol, being en- 
tirely upon that plan, encouraged them much ; as did that 
of the New Chapel in London, before we got relief in con- 
iequence of the law!uit. And the manner in which this 
power was ſoon exerciſed in each place, towards both p rea- 
chers ar.d people, will not caſily be forgotten. 
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But prior to all this, and when it was mentioned to me, I 
endeavoured to ſhew the impracticability of the meaſure. 


Nevertheleſs, their expectations remained ſanguine, infomuch 


that three gentlemen were delegated to attend the firſt Con- 
ference after Mr, Wesley's death, to ſee how far it was likely 
they ſhould take the lead in our affairs. The Conference, 
however, was. unwilling to give them that power which 
they thought they had a right to; in conſequence of which, 
they returned exceedingly diffatisfied, f 
I now foreſaw my way was likely to be very rough, and 
requeſted the Conference would give me ſome directions 
how to proceed; and eſpecially with reſpect to the iron 
cheſt, where were depoſited the truſt-deeds of ſundry cha- 
pcls both in town and country. Their order to me was, 
© Deliver the keys to no one: but if the Truſtees of any 
chapel apply for their own deed, let them have it.“ The 
50 669 of the New Chapel applied firſt, and got theirs.— 
But after this, they applied for the keys of the cheſt alſo ! 
Having lived in habits of intimate friendſhip with the gen- 
tleman who was delegated to make this demand, I felt mylelf 
in a very unpleaſing predicament. I told him, he new the 
injunction laid upon me by the Conference, and begged he 
would excuſe me: at t, till I had mentioned it to my 
brethren the preachers, leaders, and ſtewards; as I always 
acted by joint counſel and advice. About a week after, the 
ſame gentleman came again, and expoſtulated with me to 
diſcard the authority of Conference, and act with them; in 
which caſe, I ſhould ſecure the friendyhip of many reſpetta- 
ble families, who would not let me fuffer. Whereas, if. I 
did not comply, he could afture me, many of my beſt friends, 
would from henceforth become my determined enemies. 
I replied, (as Mr. George Iiitfield can teſtiſy, ſor in his 
preſence was this, and much more of a ſimilar kind advan- 
ced) Sir, my honour and confcience are hoth concerned: 
I am forry to offend you, or any of my friends ; but I cannot 
become a traitor to ſecure the friendſhip of any one: and I 
must be ſuch, both to the Conference and the London ſociety, 
if I do as you defire me. I hoped, therefore, he would 
excule me, until I was authoriled by thole who committed 
to me the truſt:— That if he could obtain (Aeir leave, I 
would do it with the greateſt cheerfulneſs. Upon which 
he went away much offended; ſaying, “ You {hall hear 
from us another day in a way you will not like!“ I replied, 
I was very ſorry for it ; but as I did not act for mylclfalone, 
1 muſt abide by the conſequence, ' E 2 
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From that time, they tried every means they could deviſe, 
if possible, to collect ſomething that would appear like a 
charge againſt me: and to this end wrote letters (the originals 
of which I have now by _ to every circuit, both in Eng- 
land and in Ireland, where 1 had ed for near twenty 
years * : Wonderfully conſiſtent with that charity which 
hopeth all things ! My friends cannot more deshise ſuch a 
meaſure, than I, by the grace of God, defied the contrivers 
of it : For, although in ten thouſand inſtances I may have 
been unfaithful to my God, and even neglected my own vine- 
yard to serve theirs, yet, I rejoice to know I am not in the 
power of any perſon upon earth. And, I challenge the 


world in general, and the Methodiſt connection in particular, 
Whole re:dy ſervant I {till am, to put their finger, if they 


can, upon one black ſpot in my moral character, ſince I firſt 
let out to preach the goſpel among them, 

Thele gentlemen failing in the above, a little before the 
London 8 in 1792, they made a demand on me 
for fifty pounds of annual rent upon the preacher's dwelling- 
houſe, or elſe to quit the premiſes. And after this, they 
came attended by a lawyer and a broker, to take an inven- 
tory of all the houſehold furniture, and add it to their truſt- 
eſtate, The ſociety ſtewards and others, being acquainted 


85 with their deſign, requeſted me to ſuffer no ſuch thing; be- 


cauſe all thoſe goods belonged to the ſociety, and the ſtewards, 
not the truſtees, were accountable. As I now found myſelf 
between two fires, and both theſe claims being quite new 
in London, and concerned the ſociety more than me, I left 
it to them to manage; which they did from that day for- 
ward, during the whole proceſs in law and otherwiſe ; by a 
committee choſen from among themſelves, conſiſting of 
upwards of an hundred of the principal men in the ſociety, 


including the leaders and ſtewards, with five of the New 
Chapel truſtees. The claim for rent being founded upon a 
_ deficiency in the annual income of the Chapel, and ninety 


pounds being then wanted for ground-rent; at the requeſt 
of my brethren, I laid it before the congregation the enſuing 
Sabbath ; ſhewing them their danger of being involved in 
law, if the above ſum were not produced ; as alſo ways and 
means found to keep the premiſes clear in future. — That 
very day ONE HUNDRED GUINEAS were colletted ; and af- 
een ſecurity offered the truſtees again and again, to any 
amount they ſhould demand ; only let things go on the lame 
way they had done in Mr. IWesley's life-time ; and espectally 


ſo as not to interfere in the appointment of the preachers. 
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I did hope matters would then have taken a favourable 
turn ; but, alas! the luſt of power, inflamed by the demon 
of diſcord, continued {till to work; ſo that the next thing I 


heard of was, an application made by the major part of the 


truſtces to the court of exchequer for ejectments; and here 
the lawſuit began, For theſe being lerved by a lawyer's 
clerk upon the preachers, to quit the houſe built for them 
by the ſubſcriptions of the people ; the minority truſtees, 
with the advice of the above-mentioned committee, ſaw it 
neceſſary to put in an appearance againſt the ſaid ejectments. 
God alone knows what I felt upon this occaſion! Senhble 
of the reproach which mult neceſſarily attend the Methodiſts 
going to law one with another; I opened my mind to a few 
confidential friends, and we agreed, rather than proceed in 
law, to open a ſubſcription for another chapel; towards 
which I gladly offered fifty pounds; and in leſs than two 
days, upwards of a thou. pounds were ſubſcribed !— 
This did not look much like a deſire for law, either in me or 
my friends, Ground was alſo offered; but after all, it was 
overruled, yet not by my will: and I sti doubt whether it 
were wile to {top it. For my own part, I would rather 
give up all the fine chapels in the kingdom, than either fol- 
low them into courts of law, or become a tool to ſerve any 
party upon earth, And I think it would redound much 
more to the glory of God and our own comfort, again to 
publiſh on earth, peace and good will towards men, even in 
the ſtreets and lanes of the cities ; or, in barns and country 


cottages, as at the beginning ; rather than become a reproach 


and a by-word to a heathen world, through our inteſtine 
broils and unchriſtian contentions !-—And, let it be remem- 
bered, THAT CHAPEL WAS NOT PUT INTO CHANCERY,. 
TILL AFTER MY OFFICE AS SUPERINTENDENT CEASE D. 
The preachers being all met in London, where the whole took 
lace, I ſent a note to the truſtees, requeſting, if they, or 
any other per{on, had any charge to prefer, I was ready to an- 
ſwer it. But they brought Nn f. The whole, as far as it 
reſpected me; was then laid before the Conference, by my fel- 
low-labourers and others, who all ſaw me in the deep waters, 
and were privy to all my ſteps. The Conference were not 
only sattsfted on the occaſion, but votea me their thanks. 
And the {ympathetic affettion manifeſted to me by some of my 
brethren on that occaſion, is ſtill engraven on my heart. The 


Conference then appointed a ſucceſſor in my place: and 1 


believe, both they and him, hoped he would ſoon be able to 
ſettle the bulinets ; but time proved the contrary, However, 
I never mtertered after this, more or lels. 0 
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But, as ſtrange liberties had been taken with my charac- 
ter, it was thought neceſſary I ſhould be near the ſpot, in 
order to anſwer any unjust charges which might be brought; 
and therefore Iwas ſtationed at Spitalfields, ſcarcely one mile 
from the New Chapel, Some in the oppoſition wiſhed me 
farther off; eſpecially one of the leading characters, who I 
knew had a private pique againſt me. As PEACE was my 
chief object, I availed myſelf of this circumſtance, and re- 
queſted the Conference to make the truſtees an offer to re- 
move me to a country circuit, with this proviſo, that they 
ſhould not proceed any farther in law againſt the ſociety. 
A note was interchanged, in which they promiſed, if I left 
the city, they ſhould have nothing more to ſay to me ; but 
were nevertheleſs determined to proceed with the law. Upon 
which, and becauſe I had nothing to fear from them, my 
appointment was confirmed. The next day they gave the 

onference a full proof of their grand deſign : namely, not 
to govern the temporal concerns alone, but the ſpirituals 
allo—TO CONTROL THE PULPIT, Accordingly, there 
came an order to me, not from the courT, but from their 
OWN SEPARATE AUTHORITY, to preach no more in that 


N ! However, being one of the committee appointed 
in Mr. 


Weiley's wIII to preach there, I knew it was not in 
teir power to reſtrain me, as the Lord Chancellor after- 
wards declared in court. Nevertheleſs, for peace sake, and 
to convince all men where the bar toa reconciliation laid, I 
voluntarily gave up my right, and on condition the Confe- 
rence would advile it, I declared, about one hour before 


they broke up, I will not again enter that pulpit for one year, 
except my fellow-labourers now appointed, and the ſociety 


which attends at the New Chapel, ſee it expedient, and both 


* me ſo to do. I ſacredly kept my engagement, nor 
di 0 


I preach there again for upwards of ſeven months. But 
neither did this anſwer any end; except that it exceedingl. 
grieved the people at large; and therefore I was recalled by 
the general voice of the preachers and ſociety, to fill my 
place in the {aid Chapel as ual. And a bleſſed ſcaſon it 
was, when on Sunday forenoon, March 10, 1793, a cler- 
gyman having firſt read prayers, 1 preached jrom Prov. 
iv. 18, The path of the just is as the Shining light, that 
»/ineth more and more unto the perfett day. 

It ſhould be obſerved, the preceding Conference was no 
lvoner over, but freſh ejectments were terved upon the new 
appointed preachers, not on me, and being withſtood as be- 
tore, the major part of the truſtees proceeded to vet more 


piece of 


55 
hoſtile meaſures in the court of exchequer, where they filled 


an enormous bill of three hundred and forty-nine ſheets. 


From this court, the minority part of the truſt and ſociety, 
applied to the court of chancery for relief ; where the affair 
remained in conteſt for three years and upwards, Nor was 
it at last ſettledby Law ; but after all parties were heartily 
fick of it, by the interference of two of our worthy and 
ſenior brethren, and with the help of other kind friends, the 
matter was compromiled. The whole law expence, both 
fides included, amounted to about twelve hundred pounds: 
Io counter-balance this, a chapel that coſt eight thouſand 
pounds, is now, by the articles of agreement, ſo far ſecured 
to the ſociety, that the truſtees are not in future to interfere 


with the conference appointment of any preacher for his firſt 


year; except the ſtewards and men claſs-leaders of three 
years' ſtanding, are firſt incorporated with them, and ſo form 
a majority of the whole. hile, on the other hand, full 
power is granted the truſtees, to manage all the temporal 
affairs of the premiſes :—A right this, which I am perſuaded 
would never have been diſputed, had not the other been 
involved. But, what is very pleafing after all, and much 
to their honour, both ſides have very liberally ſubſcribed 


towards the above expence, and I wiſh all the contending 
parties in the Methodiſt connection were now as quiet as 


they are. BS 
rag 1a my friends a clew to unravel this myſterious 


elves to be miſled, and imbibe silly prejudices for they 
know not what, I cannot help it :—they muſt look to that! 
Many are ready to fix blame, where they took no active 
part ; eſpecially if any thing turn up unpleaſant. I would 
only obſerve, when once we have paſſed a ſeries of compli- 
cated affairs, and ſeen the iſſue, it is eaſy to direct. But let 
matters be conſidered in their prior ſituation, and, perhaps 
thole who are moſt forward in their cenſures, would have 
found themſelves equally at a loſs how to proceed. It muſt 
be allowed, I ſtood, as it were, IN THE FORE-FRONT OF 
THE HOTEST BATTLE; and the whole line of artille 
played upon me fora time, as the only enemy to thoſe anti- 
methodiflical projects! But ſince then, numbers of my 
fellow-labourers have, in thetr turn, been as deeply engaged 
as ever I was. Places might here be named in great plenty, 
but I forbear. And notwithſtanding ſome of our moſt re- 
pectable brethren have been ſtationed at thoſe places, it has 
uot been in thetr power, any more than it was in mine, either 


uſineſs, I am content. If any still ſufter them. _ 
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tOQUENCH THE FLAME, oreſcapePLENTY OF REPROACH,* 
But, O! how condeſcending is the Lord the walls of our 
Jerulalem are built, even in troublesome times, Great num- 
bers have been converted to God in ſome of thoſe very places 
where the tide of oppoſition run the higheſt, I found alſo 
in London, at the end of two years, an increaſe of five hun- 
dred and ten members. And in theſe kingdoms, during the 
laſt three years, we have not added leis than twenty thou- 
ſand ſouls, —Praile the Lord! Some ſay, The Methodiſts 
are a fallen people.” I believe there are many fallen Me- 
thodrsts ; but I cannot believe the Methodzsts are a fallen 
people : — far from it. Beſide, many of thole who at preſent 
trouble the body, although members when tirſt placed in 
offices of truſt among us, have not belonged to our ſociety 
for ſeveral years, | 


In Aug. 1792, when I went to Spitalftelds, I entered 
upon a more arduous taſk than I expected. Being defired 
by the Conference, I got the leale renewed for twenty-one 
years, the chapel thoroughly repaired, and furniſhed a 
dwelling-houſe Er a preacher and his family. The expence, 
of courle, was very conſiderable. But, laying it before our 
kind friends in and near London, I collected upwards of 
three hundred pounds; which, with a little more help, 
nearly cleared the whole. The chapel is large and commo- 
dious, computed to contain near three thouſand people, and 
the Lord hath greatly bleſſed the congregation ever ſince. 
I felt an uncommon attachment to the numerous inhabitants 
of that poor neighbourhood ; and could have rejoiced to 
ipend my days among them, had it been the order of God. 
But, alas! by the time I was comfortably ſettled in my new 
habitation, Conference drew near, when I was called from 
my quiet retreat. | Te | Z 
In the year 1793, I was appointed to labour at Birming- 
ham, where J found the ſociety in a moſt diſtracted ſtate. 
Before I arrived, a printed hand-bill was in circulation, ſet- 
ting forth“ Realons for dividing the ſociety.” With ſome 
dificulty, I got the moſt diſcontented together; and, after 
reaſoning the caſe for near three hours, had hopes that mat- 
ters would have ſubſided. And I ſtill think that breach 
might have been healed, had not a certain perſon juſt then 
come inthe way, whom the leaders of the oppoling party 


* The London ſociety fent forth a printed Letter, tellifying their 
entire approbetion of the part 1 «ted during the very trying ſtate of affairs 
in that city.—Any perſon who never ſaw that Letter, can have it with 


pleaſure, by applying to me. 
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determined to employ as their paſtor. In conſequence of 
which, one hundred and thirteen left us. And why ? Be- 
cauſe the Conference had agreed, The Lord's ſupper ſhould 
be adminiſtered where the ſociety was unanimous for it, and 
would not be content without it: which of courle, could not 
effect THEM. After uſing every effort to reconcile them 
which Love could ſuggeſt ; my brethren and I went on as if 
no ſuch difference exiſted ; and the Lord bleſſed our labours. 
Two months of my ſecond year in Birmingham 
were ſcarcely elapſed, when thoſe ſolemn words, ſpo- 
ken to Ezekiel, were awfully verified: Son of man, behold, 
I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke 11 
. Awful indeed to me, and far exceeding all that words can 
paint I forBear to enlarge here upon that moſt tremendous 
conflict, when called, at an hour's warning, to part with 
one of the beſt women the world ever ſaw! But as I have 
publiſhed an account, both of her experience, character, 
and death, with all the circumſtances at large, I refer the 
reader to the two pamphlets which contain the ſame : re- 
commending a third alſo, containing twenty-nine of her 
moſt Spiritual Letters, 
After their dear mother, it gleaſed the Lord to take to 
himſelf two of my ſeven lovely children. Three of the 
remaining five being fixed at Briſtol and Kingſwood, I felt 
a great deſire to be near them: and accordingly, in the 
year 1795, I was ſtationed at Bradford, Wilts, Here too, 
I found a party ſpirit had run high all the year paſt ; and 
one of the beſt ſocieties in the county was rent thereby, into 
two nearly equal parts, I no fooner came to Trow- 
bridge, where this cataſtrophe took place, than I went in 
ſearch of the poor ſheep who had been scattered in the dark 
and cloudy day : and, thank God, we had the happinels of 
ſeeing ſome of them return to the fold. Several of the reſt 
are our conſtant hearers, and behave with chriſtian reſpect. 
In Bradford we were likely to be left without either chapel 
or dwelling-houſe ; but neither time nor pains were loſt un- 
til I ſaw both ſecured to the ſociety. We live in GREAT 
PEACE. Yet I am ſorry to find ſo little increaſe. However, 
I {ee it well to go in the line of duty, and leave the event to 
him who ſaith, In the morning so thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand ; for thou knowest not whe- 
ther shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both 
shall be alike good. 

After ſtruggling with my ſmall family near two years, I 
found I muſt neceſſarily take one of theſe ſteps ;—either quit 
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the itinerant life; place my children among ſtrangers, with- 
out even a home to viſit me at; or try to find another hel p- 
mate, capable of ſharing ſo weighty a charge. After mature 
deliberation and fervent prayer to God, I believe he choſe 
for me again, all things conſidered, one of the fitteſt perſons 
upon earth, who is every way calculated to make both mz 
and mine happy. Therefore, on Augult 26, 1796, I en- 
tered again into the married ſtate, RP, 

My preſent companion is ſecond daughter of Mr, 7ona- 
than Roberts, ſilver- manufacturer in Shefſield. Her mother 
truly feared the Lord, and took pains to inſtil into the minds 
of her ſix children, the ſeeds of early piety. She died when 
they were young ; and their father being of a different mind, 
thoſe good impreſſions ſoon fled away. However, being, 
in his way, a kind parent, and in proſperous circumftances, 
he let none of his children want for education. But Sarah, 
now my wife, no ſooner returned from ſchool, than inſtead 
of the Bible and other books of divinity, ſhe was ſuffered to 
read only novels and romances : ſo that although ſhe was 
wonderfully preſerved from all the groſſer vices of the age, 
ſhe ſoon began to take delight in dreſs, plays, dan- 


cing, and ſuch like. Till, going with a party, from 


motives of curioſity, to hear ſinging at a Methodiſt cha- 
pel on a Chriſtmas-day, it pleaſed God, in the ſeventeenth 
year of her age, to lay faſt hold on her conſcience. Her 
conviction was very deep, Not being ſuffered to come near 
the people of God, and no ſpiritual help at home, ſhe was 
almoſt in deſpair for eighteen months: when it plealed the 
the Lord to work a glorious change; ſo that From being con- 
ſtrained to cry out day and night, oppreſſed with ſin and 
guilty horrors, ſhe was filled with joy unſpeakable, and her 

happy ſoul, raviſhed with the tranicendent beauties of a Sa- 


- VIOUR, became“ all PRAISE, all MEEKNEss, and alllove!” 


Her once loving father, no longer able to bear this, after 
trying both flattery and ſeverity without effect, put it to her 
choice, to renounce her religion, or quit his houle After 
a hard ſtruggle, ſhe chole the latter. And, although ſhe has 
ſince made everyſubmiſſion ſhe could, with a good conſcience, 


he has never ſpoken to her from that time; nor will he re- 


ceive or anſwer her letters. Some complain of trials: but 
what would they think of this? In her diſtreſs, theſe words 


. were applied with peculiar ſweetneſs to her heart, When my 


father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me 


up. And accordingly, while in her ſtate of exile, a kind 


uncle by her mother's ide, Mr. Winter, died; and did not 
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forget in his LAST w IL I, to act a father's part. Being pro- 
videntially directed to Birmingham, ſhe lived with a Metho- 
diſt family there; and like one of old, was entruſted with 
the care and chief management of the houſe, until ſuch time 
as ſhe came to take the charge of mine; which was about a 
year and a half before our marriage. Gratitude now con- 
ſtrains me to thank God for the event : although I ſome- 
times fear her conſtitution has received irretrieveable injury 
from her various ſufferings, both of body and mind. 


Tus CONCLUSION, 


I have now lived forty-ſeven years in this poor changing 
world. Thirty-three of theſe I have ſpent in habits of inti- 
macy with the Methodiſts ; and about twenty-ſeven as their 
ſervant in the goſpel. Before I left home, I thought an 
itinerent life was calculated above all others to promote a 
growth in grace, as it cuts off all pecuniary advantages and 
ſecular concerns. But experience hath ſince taught me, 
that few are more critically ſituated than a Methodiſt Prea- 


cher: eſpecially thoſe who are called to ſuperintend in our 


connection: Theſe need, not only much wiſdom and pru- 
dence, but peculiar reſolution and firmneſs of mind; and 
above all, a clo!e walk with HIM who hath faid, I will up- 
hold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. I have 
ever had the happinels to go hand in hand with the ſocieties 


among whom I have laboured ; and their liberties and pri- 


vileges ſtill lie near my heart. My greateſt difficulties have 


always riſen from aſpiring individuals ; who, although but 
one, two, or three in a thouſand, arrogate to themſelves 
that popular phraſe, THE PEOPLE. My paſt exerciles, 
however, have taught me how to ſhape my future conduct 
towards ſuch characters. Let thoſe who can ſerve their pur- 
mh do o :I ſhall leave both them and their ſervants to 
im who is beſt Judge of their motives : and in time to 
come, endeavour to paſs on my way QUIETLY, I feel 
abundant cauſe to be aſhamed before God, that I have not 
been more holy and more uleful in his work. However, 
one thing I can lay, the ſame principle with which I ſet out, 
continues to this day, I could then ſay, | 
% The love of Chriſt doth me conſtrain, 
To ſcek the wandering ſouls of men.“ 
And the language of my heart ſtill is— 
% My life, my blood I here preſent, 
It for thy truth they may be ſpent ; 
Thy faithful witneſs will I be : 
'I'is fixt ; Ican do all through thee!” 
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I obſerved in the former part of this account, my juſtiſi- 
cation was peculierly clear ; ſo was the evidence of ſanctifi- 
cation. And as I received the former of theſe by faith alone, 
ſo did I the latter. But I did not retain the witneſs of full 
falvation long : yet the Lord has graciouſly reſtored it to me 
at different times : but as often have I proved unfaithful, 
and by giving way to unbelief, have been robbed of my con- 
fidence, as it related to that grace. The review finks me in 
ſelf-abaſement at his feet. I feel I am unworthy of the leaſt 
of his mercies. I ſee it neceſſary to recur daily to the blood 
of sprinkling : and as the Lord has often corrected me in 
- mercy, ſo I truſt he will more than ever make me a partaker 
of his holiness. | 
In the beginning of my labours, I ſapped the foundation 
of a good conſtitution : and troubles of a later date would 
probably have given the finiſhing ſtroke ; only the Lord has 
mercifully granted me a little reſpite in this quiet corner; 
where a clear country air, and an excellent nurſe, have 
greatly contributed to my reſtoration ; ſo that I enjoy a bet- 
ter ſtate of health at preſent, than for ſeveral years paſt. 
Nevertheleſs, death 3 equally ſwift, in health as in 
ſickneſs ; Well: - Let the ſummons reach me when and 
where it will, I feel a full perſuaſion, I SHALL BEB ror 
EVER WITH THE Lord. Having ſo much of my treaſure 
already above, and more on the way, HEAVEN ſeems dou- 
bly ſweet! I long to follow them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the fromises. O that I may tread in their 
ſteps; being filled, as they were, with that Love which 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, and 
endureth all things, My very ſoul hungereth and thirſteth 
fter this: I fee nothing ſo deſirable as HOLINESS. And 
I truſt the time is near, when the Lord will appear to make 
an end of fin in Min ALL! Then shall Ephraim no more 
envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim ;— Neither 
Shall they hurt nor destroy in all my HOLY MOUNTAIN ; | 

for the earth hall be full of the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ea. He who testiſieth thesc 


things, sSatth, SURELY, I CoME Quickly, AMEN. 
EVEN SO COME, LORD JESUS. 
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